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appearance and speech at the American Jewish Committee's 
annual meeting at the Americana Hotel, NYC, 5/20/65; two 
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in the KING case.^} 
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In Reply, Please Refer to 


Re: Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Security Matter - C 

4 - 

On May 21, 1965^ "The New York Times, ’tjjpage 36, 
column 1, reports under the caption, "Dr. King Examines 
Rights and Laws," that Martin Luther King attended, spoke and 
received an award at a dinner - session of the American 
Jewish Committee's 58th annual meeting at the Americana 
Hotel, New York City, on the night of May 20, 1965. The 
award received was the groupfe American Liberties Medallion 
Award for exceptional service to the cause of human rights. 


The article reports that King emphasized that 
American Negroes in their civil rights struggle were not 
"wilfully and frivolously" violating the nation's laws, 
despite the belief by many people that they were doing 
exactly that. 


King criticized those "goodhearted people" who 
forgive Negroes "on the ground that they endure appalling 
grievances." He said that "these people forgive them for 
misdeeds they are not committing." "Negroes," King said, 
according to the article, "have never forgotten, even under 
the crushing burdens of injustice, that they are connected 
with the larger society; that the roads they may obstruct 
and the public buildings they picket are used in common by 
all citizens." 


In his address. King said that responsible Negro 
leadership never approved a protest movement unless It could 
answer several basic questions. 
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This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property 
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and 
its contents are not to be distributed outside 
your agency. 


EX CLOSURE 


Re; Martin Luther King, Jr 
Security Matter - C 


Tv % 


Among these, according to King, are: 

,? Do we have a just grievance or is our purpose 
merely to create confusion for its own sake as a form of 
revenge? 


"Do we have a clear program to relieve injustice 
which does not inflict injustice upon others, and is that 
program reasonable and grounded in the ethics and best 
traditions of our society?" 

King then declared that in establishing these 
conditions "before employing direct action the civil rights 
movement meets its responsibility to society and fulfills its 
obligations to democratic principle." 

He concluded by stating that "one of the most 
profound of all results of the Negro upsurge has been its 
effect upon the youth of the nation." 

The article reports that Vice President Hubert 
Humphrey also attended and spoke at the affair. 
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Detroit, please note that Information concerning 
possible communist involvement of King is considered most 
pertinent to the Bureau's investigation of King and C1SH. 

In the future, such information should be promptly furnished 
the Bureau and in a manner suitable for dissemination. Do 
not malt until the submission of quarterly CIRM reports for 
reporting such information, 

1 - Atlanta (100-5586) |£,| £-£t> | 
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F. J. Baumgardner 



^ ‘ 


SUBJECT: 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
SECURITY MATTER - COMMUNIST 




I thought you might be interested in an excerpt 
from a recent expression b y King which most emphatically 

the hypocrisy £ ~(d 

The "Courier Journal" of 5/17/1^5, a newspaper of 
general circulation in Louisville, Kentucky, carried an 
account of subject King’s address atia^tfgrvice installing 
his brother. Reverend A. D. Willi amazing, as Pastor of the 
Zion Baptist Church in Louisville 5/16/65. Atone point in 
his talk subject King "criticized any Negro minister ’who 
has... more religion in his voice than in his life'." 


RECOMMENDATION: 



For information only. 

ATI T17-0T' 


. • - : z:j 


. ✓ i 1 - Mr. Belmont 

b7{C/ i . Sullivan 

Baumgardner 







ALL INFORMATION C 7 fAinED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 


4 

** 47 sfro /3 < 7? 


16 WAY 2S ;3o5 


to 


7 u Jc-. ■ 



4-750 ( 2 - 7 - 79 ) 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 


& 


Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 
indicated, explain this deletion. 


Deleted under exemption(s) 

material available for release to 


L 7(t) i 

you. 


m 


with no segregable 


□ Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 

□ Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 

jUl Documents) originating with the following government agency(ies) 

, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); 

as the information originated with them. You will 

be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 


Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 


□ For your information: 




The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 

- /<g £ £ 


xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 


xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

x DELETED PAGE(S) * 
X NO DUPLICATION FEE x 
X FOR THIS PAGE X 
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 


FBI/OOJ 



RE: BERNARD S. I.EE V. CLARENCE II. KELLEY, EX AL. 

(U.S.D.C., D.C.) CIVIL ACTIO:.' J JUMPER 76-1185 

SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCI.C) 
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DIRECTOR, FBI (100-106670) £o7l> date: 5/19/65 


SAC, LOUISVILLE (100-4503) (RUC) 


j 


subject: 




MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
SECURITY MATTER - C 
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Re Louisville teletype 5 / 16 / 65 . 


0I ^wiss^ s ^d* l£o 


/ 


Transmitted herewith for the Bureau are nine copies, 
for Atlanta three copies, and for New York two copies of a 
letterhead memorandum concerning KING'S appearance in 
Louisville, Ky . , on 5 / 16 / 65 . 


As indicated in referenced teletype, subject arrived 
Louisville at 11:03 A.M., 5/ 16 / 65 , from Atlanta, and he and a 
Rev^ LEE had reservations on EAL Flight 186, leaving Louisville 
6:45 P.M. on 5/16/65. This flight was scheduled to arrive 
Newark 5:15 P.M. same date. KING and Rev. LEE had reservations 
on EAL Flight 445 leaving Kennedy Airport, New York, at 11:45 
P.M., 5 / 16 / 65 , arriving Atlanta 12:45 P.M., 5 / 17 / 65 . These 
reservations were made at 2:00 P.M,, 5/15/65, by Rev. LEE. 


u 

,0 




bitty 


in 


_ Louisville 

PD, advised €nat he had been in charge of security in connection 
CJwith the visit of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., to Louisville on 
5 / 16 / 65 . He said th ere were n o significant incidents, but that ohe 
individual, a 2 3, Negro male, giving an address 

Louisville, Ky., was removed from Zion Baptist Church 

because he was moving from seat to seat in the church. < 

was booked for loitering. He was not armed and had apparently 
been trying to get a better seat. B» APPROX. 


tii 


A suspicious car was observed in the area of Zion 
Baptist Church on the' afternoon of 5/16/6 5, and it was -reported 
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that a similar car had been observed on the previous night by 
persons connected with the church. No identifying data 
regarding this car was obtained. 


said that the flight upon which 
KING and hi^aicffla^reservations to New York scheduled to 
leave at 6:45 was delayed until 9*15 P . M . KING and his aid 
finally departed from Louisville at 9:15 P.M. en route to 


Newark, New Jersey. 
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File No. 


Uli iED STATES DEPARTMENT 01 iUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Louisville, Kentucky 
Kay 19, 196b 


MARTIN LUTHEP KING . 
security matter - 
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The Courier Journal, Louisville, Kentucky, a newspaper 
of general circulation, on May 17, I9t!L reported as follows: 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., spoko at service 
installing his brother, Reverend A. D, Wil.iam^fKing, as pastor 
of Zion Baptist Church, Louisville, Kentucky, on May 1 6 , 1965 . 

King "congratulated Louisville and Kentucky for making 
* meaningful strides toward equal opportunity, 5 calling it 
(Louisville) 'one cf the brightest- spots in the border states.'" 

He added 2 comment to the effect that Louisville and Kentucky 
& 4 .:U have a long way to go. 

he announced that he planned to carry his civil rights 
crusadf into several unnamed northern cirieo ; 

Ke welcomed the new Kentucky Christian Leadership 
Conference (KCLC) as an affiliate of the Southern Christian 
Le ad* r s h ip Con f e r en c e (SOLO). 

He "castigated white Christians --clergy and laity — for 
making ? 11:0C A.M. on Sunday morning the most segregated hour of 
the week.'” He "crltiz ed any Negro minister ! who has , . . more 
religion in his voice than in hislife. ’ " ~ / 

At a press conference, King stated that his economic 
boycott against Alabama was quite effective; that "'some' 
companies have promised to comply by not erreeting new plants 
in Alabama." He declined to identify the companies or say how 
many . 


This document contains "neither recommendations nor conclusions 
of the FBI. It is the property of the FEI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed 
outside your agency. 
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TLANTA PD ADVISED TELEPHONE CALL RECEIVED 7 





BY PD SIX FIFTYFIVE PM, THIS DATE, FROM CAPT AIN TOM KELLY, KANSAS U 
i CITTT, MO., PD^ KELLY ALLEGED 

M^Mf BOTH RACE HATERS WILL ARRIVE ATLANTA NINE PM, INSTANT^ot' y* 
BY EASTERN AIRLINES. BOTH ALLEGEDLY HAD VEAPONS. ' /V/ |1 (a/ 

^TELEPHONED KANSAS CITY PD*AND WAS ADVISED THERE p/ 


WAS NO CAPTAIN TOM KELLY. COULD NOT SUBSTANTIATE ABOVE INFORMATION. 
EASTERN AIRLINES FLIGHT SEVEN THIRTY THREE, ARRIVING ATLANTA 


NINE THIRTYSIX PM FROM ST. LOUIS CHECKED WITH NEGATIVE RESULTS. 

ATLANTA PD^AFFORDING KING PROTECTION DUE TO NATURE OF THREAT, /j 
KANSAS CITY ADVISE ATLANTA IF j|^OR^p^ KNOWN TO YOUR 
OFFICE AND FURNISH AVAILABLE DESCRIPTIONS. < tHM V olIoWsV^ //; 

& tone verAxr Mt vr (j/lk 
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I received your letter of Way 17th and want 
to thank you for your congratulations on my Anniversary as 
Director of the FBI. Your generous remarks are indeed appreci- 
ated and it is hoped our future endeavors will continue to merit 
your support and approval. 

With respect to your inquiry, information contained 
in the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential in 
accordance with the regulations of the Department of Justice and 
is available for official use only. I regret I am unable to be of 
help in this instance but trust you will understand the necessary 
reasons for this policy. 
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Enclosed is some literature I hope will be of 

Sincerely yours, 

TL Edgar Reover 

Enclosures (3) 

FBI’s Role in the Field of Civil Rights 
Counterintelligence Activities 

1965 Appropriations bulletin 

NOTE: Bufiles contain n o_derpgatory informa tion concerning^^^^vho 
was written on 8/15/63^AHBHjBBMi^^ormer Special Agent 
who entered on lo ' 

DTP:jba 

(4) 

A 




% 


k/ 


TELETYPE UNIT 


□ 


TRUE COPY 



Dear Mr. Hoover: 


vTTMpr VAT'.QN COKTWNa^zili 1964 
^^•.^•NCLASSTO^, . . 


Let me identify myself. I was president of the 
C hicago C r i me Com mis sign, for 3 y ears~VJ .9 Eti.-- 62 - a nd worked 
closely wiUrVTrgfl Peterson, who always speaks of you with 
respect and admiration. 


I wrote you about a year ago, because I was 
concerned about Communist influence among our youth - 
particularly in Colleges and Universities. You kindly responded 
very generously, sending me of copy of your appropriation 
testimony, (for release 6/5/63,) before the Sub Committee on 
Appropriations of the House, and other informatory Material, 
for all of which I thank you again. 


Now I have another question’ which I hope you can 
1 throw some light on. It is about Martin’. LuthePKipg , Jr. A 
friend here in Hinsdale expressed the idea recently that the F.B.I. 
has some information’ re: King’s sympathy toward Communism which 
looks bad. 

I would much appreciate any information’ you can give 
me on this subject, and will keep it confidential if you request this. 

Congratulations on your recent Anniversary celebration’ - 
Our country is fortunate to have such a dedicated and knowledgeable man 
of high principles and integrity in charge of the FBI, over such an 
extended period. 

Yours truly, b 7fe* 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Washington, D. C. 
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You r letter dated May 18th and enclosures have 
been received, and I want to thank you sincerely for your 
congratulations on the occasion of my Anniversary as Director 
of the FBI. Your thoughtful message is very much appreciated, g: 

For your information, I am unable to answer the — 
question you raised because data in the files of this Bureau is 
(/v & confidential and available for official use only, due to regulations ^ 
It ^ of the Department of Justice. Your enclosures are being returned 
o l ~ a t and I am enclosing publications on the general topic of commugiszfrr 
■ ~ f ^ which I hope you will find of interest. ® 






Sincerely yours. 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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Deadly Duel 
"Faith In Freedom" 

Counterintelligence Activities y t 

One Nation’s Response To Communism 

The Communist Menace: Red Goals and Christian Ideals 
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NOTE: Correspondent is ri&i .•identifiable In Bufiles. He enclosed 
copy of the flyer well-known to the Bureau containing a picture of 
Martin Luther King and functionaries of the Communist Party at a 
communist training school at Monteagle, Tennessee. His second 
enclosure was a clipping from a magazine of Martin Luther King. 
Copies of these are not necessary fo v retention in Bufiles. 
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May 13, 1964 


ALLINFOSMftJM^BW®^ 

Dear Mr. Hoover: WERE | N IS^OffiSffTED 

I wouliA5k-e4o congratBlk t e y o u - o n ye mr 40 years as 
Chief of the Federal Bureau of Investigation and for the fine job you 
have done. 


Also would you please help in identifying the person 
in the picture I am enclosing. It shows a Negro looking like the 
Rev. Martin Lutherking at a communist training school in Monteagle, 
Tennessee, about 7 years ago. He has probably changed somewhat by 
now, perhaps putting on some weight. Of course a person looks different 
from different angles, but I have looked at a lot of pictures of him, and 
they all resemble the picture at that communist meeting. 

I have read recently where you felt the communists were ; 
starting to infiltrate the Negro Civil Rights Movement. Also I read an 
article by Joseph Alsop saying the Southern Leadership Conference 
headed by Rev. Martin Luther King has been infiltrated by the communists. 
I felt if the picture of the man who looks like the Rev. Martin Luther King, 
was really him attending a communist meeting then he should be thoroughly 
discredited. 


The communist party which really advocates the overthrow 
of our government should be outlawed. 

I feel and I know a lot of other people feel that the Negir: 
Problem is getting out of han d. y ^, ^ ^ - j 3?^ 

,i.C- 32 i j may 25 1965 



Also the communist, socialist, and liberal influence in 
this country is slowly eroding the freedoms of the individual that once 
made this country proud and great. If we continue the way we are, we 
will eventually end up under communism. 

I am the father of seven children, 3 boys and 4 girls, so 
I am very much concerned with the situation as it is today. 

Please let me know if you feel the Negro identified as 
No. 1 in the picture I am enclosing is really the Rev. Martin Luther 
King. 


Respectfully, 
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Date: 5/17/65 


Transmit the following in . 


(Type in plaintext or code) 


Via . 


AIRTEL 


(Priority) 



TO : 
FROM : 
SUBJECT: 


DIRECTOR, FBI 


SAC, PHILADELPHIA 

MARTIN LUTHER~KING, JR 
SM - C 

(00 - Atlanta) 


(100-106670) 
(100-46230) 


4 : 


3 


4 




Re Philadelphia alrtel to Bureau 5/4/65; 

Bureau letter to Philadelphia 5/12/65. 

Forwarded herewith for the Bureau are e ^ht copies'©! 
^rwarded^fo^Atlanta^and^on^copy^for^New^or^for information. 

Caller made no statements except that attributed to 
him in LHM. 


, _ Bureau ( 100-106670) (Encl- 8 ) (REGISTERED MAIL) 

2 I Atlanta (IOO-5586) (Enol-2) (REGISTERED MAIL) u>T .. 

1 - New York. (IOC- 136505 ) (Enolrl) (Info) (REGISTERED MAIL} 

2 - Philadelphia (100-46230) - 


RLB:LRB 

( 8 ) 



A? 


Ice & cc LHM 
808 RB 


^ /6J}~ I?* ( ' /0 " 


AGENCY : 


or:. OSIllZ&jlJLfi-sI' 

::-T: ]&j, CRD, &M> U 1 — - - 
- — s 


1 8 19^ 



Approved 


>*vf . -:y ; f 

Sent A^h-IED 

IWF lo-is-eo RvC 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
May 17, 1965 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 


An anonymous telephone oall was received at the 
Philadelphia Office of the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
(FBI) by a Special Agent of the FBI at 9:43 p.m., May 1, 

1965 . 



In Reply, Please Rejer 
File No. 


The caller stated "I >m going to kill MARTIN LUTHER 
KING, Monday." This caller, who sounded as if he were male, 
abruptly hung up. 


No background noises on telephone line. 


Philadelphia Police Department, Philadelphia, paT^was advised. 


*** 


This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the 
FBI and is loaned to your. agency; it and its 
contents are not to be distributed outside your 
agency. 
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May 24, 1965 



Your letter of May 17th has been received. 




a£i:B 

^ a ui o 


In response to your request, information in our 
files must be maintained as confidential pursuant to regulations 
of the Department of Justice and is available for official use 
only. 1 am sure you will understand the reason for this policy 
and why I am not in a position to comment as you desire. 

I am enclosing some material which I hope you 
will find of interest. 


muUb! 
MAY 2 4 1965 

COMM- FBI 


Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoover. 


Enclosures (4) 

The FBI Guardian of Civil Rights 
The FBI’s Role in the Field of Civil Rights 
The FBI: The Protector of Civil Liberties 
FBI and Civil Rights 



Belmont _ 
Mohr — . 


NOTE: Correspondent cannot be identified in Buf files. 
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May 17, 1965 


Jo7(c/ 

Ft. Lauderdale, Florida 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 


Gentlemen: 


Recently, a speaker^fco a fairly large group in this 
area said that Martin Luther K ing has been a member of 
more than 60 communist-front organizations. This is not 
in accordance with my understanding . 



My reason for writing you is simply to get the ^correct 
official facts. I assume that they wi^l indicate that this 1 */ 

comment should be ref uted, > 



Very truly yours, 



c 1 /W-/o667o- /gtyd 
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Date: 


5/1 S/6 5 


(Type in plaintext or codefam JCinC' 

REGISTERED MAIL 


(Priority) 


TO: 


PROM: 


SUBJECT: 


DIRECTOR, FBI (100-106670) 


£AC, NEWARK (100-47520) (EUC) 


MARTIN LUTHER KING, 
LM - C 


Ju. 


/ 


r 


Re ATlanta air tel to Bureau dated 4/27/65 
Miami air tel to Bureau dated 5/7/65. 

Enclosed for the Bureau are ten copies of 
letterhead memorandum. One copy of this letterhead 
is being enclosed for the Atlanta, Los Angeles, New 
and Miami Offices. 



memorandum 
Yoric 



Sources used in enclosed letterhead memorandum are: 


'd. 


Bureau (Knee. 10) (RM) 

(1 - 100-32SS72) (EARL HARRIS) 

(1 - 100-442523) (CIRM) clM9 ifj> _ 

2 - Atlanta (Ens. 1) (100-5536) <RH) Exel r ? t . 

1 - Use AngeleE (Eno. 1) (Info) (RM) of Oecia^sif 
1 - New York (Eno. 1) (Info) (RM) ^ 

1 - Miami (Enc. 1) (Info) (100-150.73) (RM) 

3 - Newark 


(1 - 100 


-24870) (EARL HARRIS) ’’ R£C- 16 &7A. 


(1 - 100-40052) (CIRM) 
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advtse&b^outing 
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UNWED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE I 


In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION ^ 

Newark, New Jersey ^ r / V 

v’ vC v 

Kay 13, 1965 

ftVY, DP 3 


MARTIN LUTKER XINGf JR 
SECURITY MATTER - C 







The March 10, 1865, edition of the "£tar Ledger 1 ', 
a newspaper published daily in Newark, New Jersey, contained 
an article on Page 9, indicating that a party of elected 
Negro public officials from New Jersey that had been assembled 
by Essex County Freeholder Earl Harris was scheduled to leave 
Newark Airport on that date en route to £elma, Alabama, and 
the civil rights struggle. Harris was described as having 
been "designated National Co-ordinator of the effort by the 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference of which Dr. Martin 
Luther Xing is the leader." Harris was to continue his efforts 
to mobilize public officials from a base in £elma working 
directly with Dr. King. 


Gae»*i 
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MARTIN LUTHER XING, JR. 



The ’’Daily Worker” was an East Coast communist 
newspaper which discontinued publication in January, 
1953. 


*> that Earl Harris, 

535 Bergen street, 7fewari?^?e^?er^^^Tge 27, was a member 
of the Third Ward Branch of the Communist Political Association 
in 1943. 

tr 


_____ rTJ respectively, that Earl Harris, 53 0 Bergen 

Street, Newark, Ndw Jersey, was a member of the ’’Daily Worker" 
Press Club as of August, 1943. 


The ’’Daily Worker” Press Club has been designated 
by the Attorney General of the United States 
pursuant to Executive Order 1045G. 


On February 23, 1956, Earl Harris was interviewed 
by Special Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation at 
his home, 332 Badger Avenue, Newark, New Jersey, at which time 
he furnished the following information concerning himself: 

He stated that in 1942 or 1943 he had been 
introduced to Martha Stone for business reasons. He said 
he knew Martha Stone to be a Communist Party official. 


h('j 

c 

He said that Martha Stone was to attempt to have 
the Continental Ballroom manager rent the hall to a social 
group to which Harris belonged. Harris stated he met Martha 
Stone in an office on Market Street, in Newark, New Jersey, 
at that time. He stated that he may have given Martha Stone 
a dollar or two merely as a gesture on his part to thank her 
for interceding for him in his cause, rather than a donation 



2 


f 




MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 


to the CP. Harris denied ever attending any CP meetings 
at the C? Headquarters or any other place and further denied 
he was ever active in any subversive activity. 

Harris stated that he had received the "Daily 
Worker" at his residence in the 194C*s, but denied ever 
subscribing to the "Daily Worker" or donating any moneys 
to the "Daily Worker". Harris added that the "Daily 
Worker" was left at his residence on Sunday mornings by 
various individuals whom he did net know, and he said he 
had never met them. Harris also stated he did not know 
anyone who had ever been active in any subversive activity. 

On April 23, 195G, Harris was reinterviewed, at 
which time he stated that it was possible that he may have 
signed papers which resulted in his becoming a CP member, 
but he denied ever attending any CP meetings or acting in 
any capacity which would be termed as anti-American. 

t , A "Security Investigation Data for Nonsensitive 
Position form, dated December 4, 1957, executed by Lenora 
Harris, Nee'liay, reveals that on July 12, 1941, at Newark, 

Hew Jersey, she married Earl'Harris, born January 1, 1918, 

( Dawson, Georgia. Her residence was listed as 382 Badger 

Avenue, Newark, New Jersey, since June, 1948. From June, 1941 - 



cmFj&srrrrFL 


3 




{ 


\ 

4 


MARTIN LUTHER KING, 


JR. 






This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. It is 
the property of the Federal Bureau of Investigation and is 
loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency. 
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FD-323 (Rev. 1 1-29-61) 



In Reply, Please Refer to 
FUeNa, 


UN..ED STATES DEPARTMENT OF . JSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Newark, New Jersey 
May 19, 1965 


Title MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 


Character SECURITY MATTER - C 

Reference Memorandum dated and captioned 

as above at Newark, New Jersey. 


All sources (except any listed below) whose identities 
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished reliable 
information in the past. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions ol the FBI. It is the property 
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside 
your agency. 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 

Mr. W. C. Sulliva^ 
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May 


from F. J. Baumgardm 




SUBJECT 


MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
SECURITY MATTER - COMMUNIST 


20 , 

1 - 
1 - 
1 - 
1 - 
1 - 
1 - 
1 - 


1965 



THREAT CONCERNING VICE 

and king 


PRESIDENT HUMPHREY 


Belmont 
Mohr 

DeLoach , 
Rosen 
Sullivan 
D.J. Breni 
Bland 
Baumgardne 




At 1:45 p.m., today (5/20/65) Special Agent *n ^ 
Charge Roney of the New York Office telephoned Mr, F. J. Ofr 
Baumgardner at the Bureau to advise of the fol lowing ' 

at ion which Ron ey had just received from 

mericana Hotel, New York City.^^j 

At 1:15 p.m., today (5/20/65) a switchboard 
operator at the Americana received an anonymous call in 
which the caller only stated ’’there is a bomb in the 
hotel,” It is noted that Vice President Humphrey is 
due to arrive at the Americana at 8 p.m. tonight and 
is scheduled to appear at an affair in the main ballroom. 

Also appearing at this affair will be Martin Luther 
King, Jr., and Humphrey and King are reported to be 
planning to meet in the hotel prior to the affair. 

ACTION: 


The New York Office has furnished the foregoing j 
to the New York City Police Department and the Secret | 
Service. At the Seat of Government, we have given this 
information to the Secret Service Headquarters and to 
the Vice President’s Office. T MHea dlp ae wiiim t' i o w 

For your information 



Wp 
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/ Al L INKOKM Af iON CuH i AiNED 

- — -xkroi HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED llL 
25' jgg5 p.MF RV 5 tMET 
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RE: 


BERNARD S. LEE V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY , ET AL. 

(u.s.d.c., d.c.) civil actio;: i;uw::e:; 76-Uoj 

SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCLC) 


V. CLARENCE 


kei.l: 


CIVIL ACTION NUIRSER 76-11S6 


k L (U.S.D.C. , D.C.) 


Serial 13 ?fepul.lfcd from this file under court order of 
U.S. District Jud^e John Lev:is Smith, Jr., and sent to 
National Arc] lives. 
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FBI NEW YORK 

342PM URGENT 5-20-65 JAM 
TO DIRECTOR /8/ 100-106670 ENCODED 
FROM NEW YORK 100-136585 2P 
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MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., 
SM-C 


»T*£s?!«ssr 

excet" &■• 
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RE NEW YORK TELEPHONE CALL TO BUREAU, MAY TWENTY, SIXTYFIVE. 

mericana new york 

CITY, ADVISED THE NEW YORK OFFICE AT ONE TWENTY PM, MAY TWENTY, 
SIXTYFIVE, THAT HOTEL SWITCHBOARD OPERATOR RECEIVED ANONYMOUS 
TELEPHONE CALL AT ONE FIFTEEN PM, MAY TWENTY, SIXTYFIVE, FROM 
CALLER WHO ADVISED THAT A BOMB WAS PLANTED IN THE HOTEL. 

CALLER DID NOT MENTION AGAINST WHOM THE BOMB WAS DIRECTED. 

Vi SAID SECRET SERVICE AND NEW YORK CITY POLICE DEPARTMENT 
HAVE BEEN ADVISED, SINCE VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY WILL ADDRESS 
THE AMERICAN JEWISH CONGRESS AT THE HOTEL AT EIGHT PM TONIGHT. 

HE SAID SECRET SERVICE ADVISED 

( STAYING AT THE HOTEL CARLYLE IN 

KING AT THE AMERICANA HOTEL SHORTLY PRIOR TO EIGHT PM MAY 251965 

TONIGHT, AND THAT KING AND HUMPHREY WILL THEN ENTER BANQU ET _ ^ 

MEETING ROOM TOGETHER A^ BOTH WILL BE FEATURED SPEAKERS ON 


N NYC, IS SCHEDULED TO MEE T _ — 


TEND PAGE ONE 




MR. B£LMONT FOR THE DIRECTOR 




( 


o 


PAGE TWO 

THE PROGRAM. ACCORDING TO SECRET SERVICE, VICE-PRESIDENT 
HUMPHREY IS SCHEDULED TO BE AT AMERICANA HOTEL FROM APPROXIMATELY 
EIGHT PM TO ELEVEN PM TONIGHT. 

SAID KING AND HIS PARTY ARE SCHEDULED TO ARRIVE AT 
THE AMERICANA HOTEL THIS AFTERNOON, OCCUPYING THE GOVERNOR-S 
SUITE, ROOMS TWO SIX ZERO ONE, ZERO TWO, AND ZERO THREE. KING 
WILL REMAIN OVERNIGHT AT THE AMERICANA AND DEPART FORENOON OF 
HAY TWENTY FIRST NEXT. 

END 

JRL 

FBI WASH DC 


CC-MR. SULLIVAN 



RE: BERNARD S. LEE V. CLARENCE II. KELLEY, ET AL. 

(u.s.d.c. , d.c.) civil actio:; 76-im 

SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCI C) 
V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY, ET AL (U.S.D.C., D.C.) 
CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-11S6 

Serial/3f^ pulled frosi tills file- under court order of 
U.S. District Judge John Levis Smith, Jr., and sent to 
National Archives. 
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Transmit the following in . 


(Type in plaintext or code i 


Via . 


AIRTEL 


TO 

PROM 


all information CONTAINED 
HERON IS DRCCASSIFIED 
DATE /A-K-gL BYS£)Ufi*4Vr 

DIRECTOR, FBI (100-106670) 

SAC, NEW YORK^ (100-136585) 


SUBJECT: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

SM-C 



ky 


in' 


Enclosed are 8 copies of a letterhea^LJBginogand um l/j/i 
received 

that KING will attend the Negro 


poratlng inf ormation received 

American Jjal) or Council (NALC) Convention next Friday, 

May 28, 1965, at Yonkers, NY. Two copies are furnished the, fj 
Atlanta Office. / * / Jj 
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3-Bureau (100-106670) (Enel. 8) (RM) 
2-Atlanta (100-5586) (Enel. 2) -(RM) 

1 -NY (IOO-I36585) 
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AP ^ d jUNlpec«en, in Charge 
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UNI', ,D STATES DEPARTMENT OF j ,TICE 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Irt Reply, Please Refer to 

File No. Bu X00-106670 


New York, New York 
May 20, 1965 


Re: Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Security Matter * C 
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blip, 

American Labor Council (NALC) Convention, which will be 
held in Yonkers, New York, on May 28-30, 1965 . The 
Convention will be held in the Westchester Town Hall, 

Tuckahoe Road, Yonkers, New York. 


According to King's main purpose in 

attending the convention will be to address a gathering of 
the delegates to the convention who will gather in the 
Messiah Baptist Church, Yonkers, on the night of May 28, 1965 . 

In addition, on the afternoon of May 28, 1965 , 

King is scheduled to ride in a parade in Yonkers, which is 
being held by the NALC. 



VA Y-« 

WX * 

President of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference 
SCLC ) ) is scheduled to appear^r^fonkers on May 28, 1965 
King's presence, according will be to 

participate in activities in ^offlun^ion with the Negro 
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nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property 
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Transmit the following in . 

Via A IRXEL 


Dee: s/n/e%r L INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN I S UNC tASSIFIED 


( Type in plaintext or code) 


AIRMAIL 


(Priority) 


TO: 


FROM : 


DIRECTOR, FBI <100-10667^ 

SAC, SAN ANTONIO (100-9838) (C) 


DATEUds^BYStfiJ^ 

t: 




RE: 


UNSUB; ALLEGED ASSASSINATION 
OF MARTIN LUTHER' KING, JR. 
SECURITY MATTER - C 


OO - ATLANTA V 'f' J ' 

Re San Antonio teletypes dated 5/14/65 and 5/15/65. 




Enclosed herewith for the Buimu are eight copies 
of LHM suitable for dissemination, concerning captioned 
matter. Two copies of LHM being sent to Atlanta. , \ 

Inasmuch admn^^d^^^ig^^ated <■/ \ 

assassination discussion at the in an attempt ! 

to uncover a possible assassination plot against KING, 
and no such plot was found to exist, no further action being 
taken by San Antonio, UACB. 
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Sent . 


Special Agent in Charge 




In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


San Antonio s Texas 
May 17 t 196 


ALLEGED THREAT 
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 




ilephom 

An t o iTiTJ^Texa? s regarding 
alleged assassination plan of MARTIN LUTHER KINGj 
related to him by an unknown individual at the]^ 

Temple, Texas, earlier that evening. 

Attempts to int erviewJjj^U and details concerning 
the allegation made by him that same evening were conducted 
with negative results due to his intoxicated condition. 

It was decided to hold further interview in abeyance until 
the following morning. 





confidentially advised 

that evening that her hU9*errtr"Trequently becomes intoxicated 
at which time he misunderstands or misinterprets what 
people are saying to him. She was of opinion that due to his 
past behavior little credence should be given to his story, 

[was recontacted at which 
ea xnai at approximately Hi 00 PM he went to the 
►Temple, Texas, and started drinking. After 
approximately fifteen or twenty minutes an unknown male, 
approximately 55 to 60 years old, 6 1 tall, short gray-black 
hair, 190 to 200 pounds, wearing an old flannel shirt and 
khaki pants, came into the bar and sat next to him. After 
a few minutes MOORE started talking to this individual about 
Texa^nd other topics. After a few minutes this man inquired 
if was in the Army at Fort Hood as a m ember of CID 

(Criminal Investigation Detachment). flHiVtoId him that he 
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ALLEGED THREAT TO LIFE OF 
MARTIN LUTHER KING , JR. 


was not and "never would be." The other man then began to 
tal* about a "Mr. KING." He said Mr. KING was telling Mr. 

JOHNSON What and that KIN£ would be running the United 

States next. then s^^^np, he^xl be stopped before 

then.” The ma^nen asked if he was acquainted 

military artillery and other military weapons and what4HH^^P 
qualifications v >re on them told him he could "split 

a mat c h right d.wn in hal f.' 1 The man then again asked if 
/M^M£was in CID. replied "No, but I am in CIA." 

■■^explained that he was not really in the CIA, but he 
just said this tc string this mai^a long. The man then 
said You are from Panama." p lied 8 " No, I am from 

Arkansas, but I have been in Panama." ^Bl^l^again explained 
that he was neve r reall y in Panama, but he was again stringing 
this man along. HflH^said he then got disgusted with this 
man and tried to^Sr^inate the conversation. ATter annroximately 
ten or fifteen minutes the man again spoke to |^(^^naking 
--^gm^inrecailed remark about KING and KING 9 s assassination. 

d this man if he knew the movements of this "so 
^^Ted Mr. KING." The man replied thathe knew every move 
KING made and the time and place. ^^Hj^K'eplied , "Well if 
you know all this, and I am the asS^^Hator, what is my 
possibility of getting ou^^^^it after it’s did, and how 
much money is involved." ^m^again explained ^that he was 
stringing this man along ,^x^^;his time in an attempt to 
develop some information regarding a possible assassination 
of KING. The man repl ied th^^there was no money 

involved at the present time. ^Jj^H^told him, "Well I have 
to look after the security and^^ffc^e of my family. If I 
did it, I would have to have $50,000 and a way out." The 
man said there was a way out, but no money. 


[advised th at at t his point the man went 

to the men : S room 8 and be , JgHPt started to leave the 
club. As he was leaving he asked the man how he could get ^ 
in tou ch with him and this man replied M I*m here a ll the time." 
^■^said he then immediately went to his home in J 
and called the FBI in San Antonio requesting that an Agent 
contact him. 



ALLEGED THREAT TO LIFE OF 
MARTIN LUTHER KING s JR. 
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During the course of the above interview! 

repeatedly changed his story and exhibited great difficulty 
in recoiling what had taken place the evening before. Ke 
admitted to having at least fiv^or six beers and to being 
prone to easy intoxication* urther admitted that 

during the course of his discussion wilh the above individual, 
he steered the conversation toward the possible assassination 
of KING in an attempt to determine if any such assassination 
plan existed. He was unsuccessful in doing so. 


In view of the above* nc further investigation is 
being conducted by the San Antonio Office of the FBI. 


This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the 
FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are 
not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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MARTIN LUTHER KING., JR., SN-C 



/s 






>nt 

‘h. 


T&Z=r 


Tds. Eoum__ 
Miai Hvlraes. 

iliss G&.ndy_ 


BUFILE 100-106670 ATLANTA FILE 100-5586 AND NEW YORK FILE 
100-136585. fcOQ klj*) 


ON NAY TWENTYONE, SIXTYFIVE, 

Burnished information clarence jones contacted 

ANDREW YOUNG AT AMERICANA HOTEL, NEW YORK CITY, ON THIS DA 
YOUNG INDICATED HE AND KING WOULD BE LEAVING NEW YORK CITY 
ON TWELVE O-CLOCK PLANE THIS DATE. INFORMATION PREVIOUSLY 
DEVELOPED KING WOULD RETURN TO ATLANTA MAY TVENTYONE, 
SIXTYFIVE, VIA EASTERN FLIGHT ONE ZERO SEVEN, LEAVING LA 
GUARDIA AIRPORT TWELVE THIRTY PM AND ARRIVE ATLANTA ONE 
THIRTY FIVE PM. 


AS RESULT OF PHYSICAL $ 


prrp 4 / V ^ ~ v- ' v. * 

Surveillances on Stanley levis6n 


jdO'ld 0 


BY AGENTS OF NYO, IT WAS DETERMINED LEVISON DID NOT ATTEND 



AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE FUNCTION AT THE AMERICANA HOJEL 


tf: 


AT WHICH KING WAS SPEAKING. LEVISON NOT OBSERVED TO MEET 

all inform TTn W 

WITH KING. HE*rir I.c ; T -'- __ „’;r 

*zcf? t ri ; ..... .tfm — 


END 


OlK2KiVi££. 


RPP 

r" 

FB 








Mir. 


*o 


Pfffi 


RELAY 


RE: 


BERNARD S. I .EE V. CLARENCE II. KELLEY, EX AL. 
(U.S.D.C., D.C. ) CIVIL ACTION IIUNIER 76-1185 

SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCLC) 
V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY, ET AL (U.S.D.C., D.C.) 
CIVIL ACTION KUH3ER 76-11S6 

Serial t379pvJ led from this file under court order of 
U.S. District Jud^e John Lewis Smith, Jr., and sent to 
National Archives. 
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This LH M is class ified "Secret” because it contains 
information from HEKMtF * a source furnishing highly sensitive 
information concerning racial matters in the United States and 
Communist influence therein. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


In Reply , Please Refer to 

Flfe7 §ureau 100-442529 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

New York, New York 
May 20, 1965 


Re: 


12-1^ 

classified and Cfih 
Sf?CS^EriS!ON 

DECLASS1FICAT ION ((J C> 7 i? 


Communist Influence In Racial Matters 
Internal Security - C 


A confidential source, who has furnished reliable 
Information in the past, advised on May 19, 1965, that on that 
date, Clarence Jones was in contact with Dora McDonald, Secretary 
to Martin Luther King. Jones* comments included the 
following: 


King wanted him to speak with McDonald concerning 
some material but understood that King already had received 
the material for Thursday evening (speech before American 
Jewish Committee banquet. Hotel Americana, New York City, 

May 20, 1965). He had been making notes and had gotten 
together with "my friend", but apparently Bayard Rustin 
had asked someone to do the work he was unable to do. What 
Rustin wanted to talk about is different from what he, Jones, 
and "our friend" were going to talk about. 

He, Jones, had had the material described to him and 
when he realized it was different (from his own) he stopped 
working on It. The material sent by Rustin was not written by 
Rustin but Rustin advised what should be included and asked 
that the material be written from It. 


This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property 
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and 
its contents are not to be distributed outside 
your agency. 




He: Communist Influence In Racial Matters 

Internal Security - C 


He, Jones, wondered if It was right for the type 
of gathering because of the great emphasis being placed on 
non-violence and the theory of non-violence. He, Jones, 
felt King should Include the following in his speech; 

Good people should not stand Idly by and that 
the consequences of inaction and silence can be, in some 
circumstances, as devastating as the worst kind of brutal 
act. 


The source has previously furnished Information 
Indicating that when Jones refers to M our friend 1 ’, he means 
Stanley Levis on. 




COMMUNIST INFLUENCE IN RACIAL TETTERS 


Clarence Jones Is the General Counsel 
to the Gandhi Society for Human Rights, 

15 East 14.0th Street, New York, N.Y. 



The Labor Youth League has been designated 
pursuant to Executive Order 10450. 


( 



Communist Influence In Racial Matters 


In 11 The Saturday Evening Post", issue of July 11- 
IS, 1 9 ok , page 76, Bryard rfustin is the subject 
of a feature article captioned: "The Lone Wolf 
of Civil Ri.hts". In it, Rustin is said to 
have come to Hew York in 1938, as an organizer 
for the Young Communist League (YCL), and as 
such, he had the job of recruiting students for 
the "Forty" , Fur t her more , the article reports 
tiv't during his first years in New York, Rustin 
gave most of his earnings to the "Forty". He 
reportedly left the "Forty” in 191*1, the article 
states . 

The- .CL has been designated pursuant to 
EX' cut i vc Crdcr 10450 • 

The "Lolly Worker", February 11, 1957 » page 1 
column 2, reported that . Bayard Austin, Executive 
Secretary, War Resistors League, was an observer 
at thr V th national Conv; nticn of the 
Communist Forty, United States of America 
(CP, USA), held in New York City, on 
February 9-12, 1957. 


The "Daily Worker" was on East Coast Communist 
publication until it ceased publication on 
January 13, 1958. ^ , f 



i 



Communist Influence In Racial Hatters 


and sought his advice as to how he could escape 
from a speaking engagement to which he was 
committed. On the latter contact, Davis told 
Rustin that he was working on his request and 
had contacted friends who had contacts with the 
group to which Rustin was to speak,^ 



"The Hew York Times”, August 2l \ , 19614, pa^e 27, 
column ^ , reports the t Be n j ami n J . Da vi s , 
National Secretary, CP, USA, died in New York 
City on the night of August 22, 19bi|. 



\ 


RE: ' BERNARD S. LEE V. CLARENCE I!. KELLEY , ET AL. 

(u.s.d.c., i) . c . ) civil actio;: hunter 76-1185 

SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCIC) 
V. CLARENCE M. KEI.LEY, ET AL (U.S.D.C. , D.C.) 
CIVIL ACTION KU13ER 76-11S6 


Serial 1317 pulled from this file under court order of 
U.S. District Judge John Lewis Smith, Jr., and sent to 
Na t i ona 1 Ar cl 1 i ve s * 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


The Director 


< 


N. P. Callahan 


SLBJEcr The Congressional Record 

Page 9878. Congressman Waggonner, (D) Louisiana, pLaced ln * 
die Record an article entitled " # Let King Go Too Far, 1 Johnson Tells Senators, ” 
which appeared in the New Orleans Times -Picayune of April 18, 1865, containing 

a statement made by President Johnson to a group of Senators that he had let , 
Martin Lutheralng go too far. The remark came as the President was 
din cussing Vietnam ^tell in g how he did not like to be pressured, and would not 
submit to it " 


D 




/0 s? - J * {. . 


NOT RECORDED^* 

• MAY 27 1965 


In the original of a memorandum captioned and dated as above, the Congressional 
Record for , , was reviewed and pertinent items were 

marked for the Director's attention. This form has been prepared in order that 
portions of a copy of thp /Original memorandum may be clipped, mounted, and placed 
in appropriate Pure/up^ise or subject matter files. 
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tached reports a new pamphlet,] 
me For Communism;’ published 
d Coast Publishers, West 
teach, Florida, apparently for 
ster Gilbert Morrison. Bufile 
n no prior information con- 
,g the pamphlet, its pub- 


ine pampnxt 
axpose of King, appears to 
a no new information as it 
a up primarily of news clip- I 
exerpts from the Congressional 
and other similar public j 
information. We will care- 
review the pamphlet to deter-| 
£ it contains any infor- j 
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Date: 5/11/65 


Via . 


AIRTEL 


^cT7 


(Type in plain text or code) 

REGISTERED 


( Priority ) 


TO: 

FROM: 


DIRECTOR, FBI (100-106670) 
SAC, MIAMI (100-15079) (P) 


MARTIN LUTHEI^ING, JR. - ] 

S *rc op-4'7 / /H - (-os'-* li 

(OO: Atlanta) k 


Remyairtel 4/22/65; Buairtel 4/ 



- -^nonica liy advised the Miami 
naa just learned that the Florida Printing Co., 
Lake .Worth, Fla., is printing an expose of MARTIN LUTHER 
! KING' alleging he is a commun ist , ~~ J -■*- * A * ‘ 

being don© in secrecy. 


Dixie 


_ Florida Printing Co., 128 g. 
was co ntacted 4/30/6 5 by SAs^ 

_ „ . istated "that 

one G^>fMt)RRISON, 4389 Justamere StT^^^^^aTm -Bfa^-h^Fl a - u 
arderedthe print ing"o?~l000 copies of a booklet entitled 
No 'Time for Com munism 0 on 4/23/65, which was to be .dfe- 
livered ”5/7/65. He exhibited the proof of this booklet 
which bears this caption plus the photo of subject on the 
cover. 



One copy 
info and review; one co 


[/furnished copies of this booklet. 

the Bureau, one for Atlanta, for . 
y being Ktained in the Miami File. 



P.O. Box 8055, W. Palm Beach, (Northboro Sta.) is’ 
rented for the Gold €oafet Publishers by L. G. MORRISON, 

r ^ _ /t6 ^ -J37& 

I £/»<_»•■- Bureau (Enc.l)(RM) ' 1 ... 1 1^ 

IT.Jt 2 - Atlanta (100-5586) (Enc . 1) (RM) 

V ? - Jacksonville (RM) E , MAY 18 

1 - Miami / t , 

RWWiegh^^/S 
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( Priority) 


MM 100-15079 




Records reflect 

LESTER GILBERT area 

in 1960, previously resided at 1642 S. 8th St., Jacksonville, 
Fla., where he owned and operated an auto trii* shop under 
his name. His age in 1960 listed as 51, then operated Mor- 
rison^ Auto Trim Shop, N. Dixie Highway, W. Palm Beach, 

Fla., and currently is owner and operator of Morrison Motor 
Sales and Trim Shop, 1937 N. Military Trail, W. Palm Beach. 

Miami indices negative on MORRISON. 

Jacksonville, check indices and discreetly develop 
background on MORRISON through established sources, furnishing 
results to Miami. 


- 2 - 


Approved: 


Sent 


M Per 


Special Agent in Charge 


RE 


BERNARD S. LEE V. CLARENCE KELLEY, ET AL. 
(u.s.n.c., d.c.) civil actio:: ijiu' e.; 76-uss 

SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCLC) 
V. CLARENCE M. KEI.LEY, ET AL (11. S . D.C. , D.C.) 
CIVIL ACTION KUL3EA 76-1186 


Serin 1 1 375 pulled from this file under court order of 
U.S. District Judje John Lev: is Smith, Jr., and sent to 
National Archives. 



RE 


BERNARD S. LEE V. CLARENCE A. KELLEY, ET AL. 
(U.S.D.C., D.C.) CIVIL ACTION NUH’JER 76-1185 

SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCLC) 
V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY, ET AL (U.S.D.C., D.C.) 
CIVIL ACTION KUA3ER 76-1186 


Serial |37 i pulled from this file under court order of 
U.S. District Judje John Levels Smith, Jr., and sent to 
National Archives. 
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RE: ‘ BERNARD S. LEE V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY ETA! 

(U.S.D.C, D.C.) CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1JB5 

SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (S 
V. CLARENCE M. KELLY, ET AL (U.S.D.C. DC) 
CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1186 

, V /3?/^ , 

'Ipiii luii serial dated 7'y(>S pulled from this file 
under court order of U.S. District Judge John Lewis 
Smith, Jr., ~nd sent to National Archives. 
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[□RADIO xx] TELETYPE T#1 «- ,w — 


5-14-65 JHW 
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3:39 PM URGENT 
TO/tlRECTOR K' 

from charlotte 141925 ribr.£:.'; Ax> ‘ F '» 

ALLEGED PLOT TO ASSASSINATE MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., Wl 
NORTH CAROLINA, MAY 16 THROUGH 23, NEXT. RM. 


RE CHARLOTTE AIRTEL TO BUREAU MAY 4, LAST, WITH LHl 
ENCLOSED AND ATLANTA AIRTEL TO BUREAU MAY 7, LAST. 

"t. INFORMANTS AND SOURCES FAMILIAR WITH ACTIVITIES OF UKA' 

INC. ;-'KKKK, HAVE BEEN CONTACTED WITH NEGATIVE RESULTS FOR 
ANY INFORMATION INDICATIVE OF KLAN ACTION TO ASSASSINATE 
MARTEN LUTHER KING, JR., AT WILSON, N.C., MAY 16 THROUGH 23, 
NEXt; DURING ALLEGED VISIT TO AREA BY KING. CHECK OF HOLIDAY 
INNS AT ROCKY MOUNT, N.C., AND U.S. ROUTE 301, WILSON, N.C., 
NEGATIVE FOR INFORMATION REFLECTING KING OR ANY GROUP 
ASSOCIATED WITH KING AS H AVING RESERVATIONS FOR ACCOMMO DATIONS 
DURING PERTINENT PERIOD. WH0 

OBTAINED ORIGINAL INFORMATION FROM SOURCE HE BELIEVED RELIABj/E, 





RECONTACTED SOURCE WITH NEGATIVE RESULTS FOR FURTHER I NFORM^jlptjl. 
CHARLOTTE WILL MAINTAIN CONTACT WITH LOGICAL INFORMANTS 
AND KEEP BUREAU ADVISED OF ANY PERTINENT DEVELOPMENT. LHM 


fe' 


FOLLOWS. 

AM COPY BEING FURNISHED ATLANTA BY RM. 


RECEIVED: 4:51 PM DGW 
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jri. rcM/3 





REC-J8 


. - WAIT Z\) Kjg*) 

. 7 -; j 

If the intelligence conunnsa ifi’ihe tib^i)e^3hesM,age^is to be disseminated outside the Bureau, it is »iijyT*TnhT'f hiif it hr 
paraphrased in order to protect thd Bureau* s jcijyamgraphic systems. 
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May 19, 1965 
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HtlTiL' . ■ UKuLn* 

DATE/Xigi^-BY 3 

* 

Your letter of May 14th has been received. 

In response to your request, Information in our 
files must be maintained as confidential pursuant to regulations 
of the Department of Justice and is available for official use only. 

1 am sure you will understand the reason for this policy and why 
I am not in a position to comment as you desire. 

I am enclosing some information I hope you will 
find of Interest. 


mailed i 
MAY 19 1 965 

r.QMM-FBl 


Sincerely yours, 

j.^Boovet 


Mr. Tulsan 

Mr. .... 
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Enclosures (4) 

U.S. News & World Report 12-7-64 
■Time For Decision” 11-24-64 
St. Louis Globe -Democrat 11-25-64 
|The FBI. . . Gua rdian of Civil Rights 
NOTE: 
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r s not identifiable in Bufiles. 
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Bowling Green, Ohio 

Hay Ih, 1965 



X 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
T .vashington, D, C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

Recent discussions on the campus of _owling Green 
State University have led me to inquire of Your de- 
partment about the record of Martin Xu therniinE. 

Mould you advise me of any public document! s) 
released by your department which pertain to Mr. 

King’s involvement in or identification with the 
Communist Party and/or a Communist front organization. 
It vrould be helpful if you would either cite sources 
from which such documents might be obtained or send 
me copies of same. 

I look forward to hearing from you at your earliest 
convenience. 


Yours sincerely, 



*v_U. 
u r-r 


60^ 
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Date: 


Transmit the following in . 
Via ftIRTSL 


y 


(Type in plaintext or code) 


5/17/55 


TO: 

FRO! I: 
SUBJECT 


DIRECTOR, FBI (IOO-IO667O) 

SaC, NEW YORIC>( IOO-I36585) 

IMTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
SII-C 





ReNYteletype of 5/14/65, captioned "CHUl", in 
which KING’S appearance at queens College on 5/13/65, was 
reported. 


Enclosed are eight copies of a LHII, captioned^frd 
dated as above; two copies are furnished the Atlanta OTfice. 
The LHII is an account of his speech as reported in "The New 
Yorlc Times". 


_ . <: — ■ 

DATE FORT. 

10 

1 




f 

r 


ft ** tec. 17 j -j 

3-Eureau (Ends, c) (RM) / y. /. / „, / / H A ~ I A 

2- Atlanta (IOO-5586) (Enel. 2) (RM) f 0 O ' ! ' ’ ( ?'■*'/ 7 / <=n 

1-Ttevi York ' - ■ — — — ■ 


1-Mew York 

JIlK:iah 
(7) 

J cc & CC r mr *“ 

808 RB LHW ! 


itt i^on-ATTOH CONTAIN® 
— ArSlFlED. 


1 MAY 18 1965 






A A/ 

Approved: ^ * 
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Special' .Agent in Charge 


Sent 


_M Per. 


UNIi ED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 



In Reply , Please Refer to 
File No. 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Hew York, New York 

my 17, 1965 


Buf lie ICG-106670 


Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Security Matter-C 

On May 14, 1965 , "The lieu York Times/' Page 23, 
column 1, reported Martin Luther King's presence at queens 
College, llew York City, on May 13, 1965 . His presence, 
according to the paper, was the first in an annual series of 
John F. Kennedy memorial lectures to he presented at the college. 
Ills address was before a croud in excess of 2,200 who filled 
Colden Auditorium. 

The article notes that in his speech. King went from 
civil rights to broader questions of peace and drew applause 
when he said he would "never adjust to the madness of militarism" 
in the world . 

"It is either non-violence or non-existence". King 
declared. He said he if anted to he "as maladjusted as Jesus of 
Mazarine, who said, in his day, 'He who lives by the sword 
snail die by the sword*". 

"If democracy is to live, segregation must die," King 
said. "It isn't going to just work itself out", he declared, 
attacking the "notion that only time can solve this problem" 
and decrying "The appalling indifference of the good people 
who sit around waiting on time." 

"Time is neutral". King said. "It can be used 
either constructively or destructively." Not to use it for good, 
he said, was to cede it to those who would use it for evil." 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED r -wrr ... 

LTir-rr rr, r*w ossified ' 

EUC't:' v:-;;:;-.- £Ky V ;j 
OIHLLiViiE. 


AIL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEPPhiS UNCLASSIFIED ^ /z 


I /) 0 ' / ^ 


/ /. 7 
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DECODE g/C O P y 

AIRGRAM □ CABLEGRAM jp RADIO □ TELETYPE 


Belmont „ 

Mohr 

De Loach _ 

Casper 

Callahan 
Conrad 


I \ 


.■'tab 

Trotter 

Tele. Room 

Holmes — 

Gandy - 


R-43 




URGENT 4-24-65 

TO / TH RECTOR ( 100 - 106670 ) AND ATLANTA ( 100 - 5586 ) 
I5R0M LOS ANGELES (100-57229) 240800 



MARTIN LUTHER KING , JR.: SM-C. 

KING ARRIVED LOS ANGELES ACCOMPANIED BY BERNARD S. LE 
OF ATLANTA VIA TWA FLIGHT 65 Y AT 8:10 PM, APRIL 23, 1965. 

THEY ARE REGISTERED IN ROOM 220, HYATT HOUSE, NEAR INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT, LOS ANGELES. 

WILL BE UNDER CONSTANT 24 HOUR COVERAGE BY LOS ANGELES 
POLICE DEPARTMENT WHILE IN LOS ANGELES AND ALL PHASES OF 
ACTIVITIES WILL BE COVERED BY LOS ANGELES POLICE DEPARTMENT. , , 

LOS ANGELES WILL KEEP BUREAU AND ATLANTA ADVISED OF / / 

PERTINENT DEVELOPMENTS. 


^ ^JCEIVED: 9:32 AM REM 

/ / 










a 

UJ 

zr 

«x. 


3 

o 


* 




: C J , '/ 

iJ ' 


rcc~ n/ 0 0 ^ J6GG r j0 ■" 






rcM 






t7(y 


c*r 


I CV- h— 

I LxJ «CC 

<c a: o 


RELAYED TO ATLANTA 


5 o i.',- v ‘i % 






All 

v.rr.r 
Exr 


-t:y 


If the intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminated outside the Bureau, it is suggested that it be suitably 
paraphrased in order to protect the Bureau's cryptographic systems. 



RE: BERNARD S. LEE V. CLARENCE H. KELLEY , ET AL. 

(U.S.D.C. , 1) . C . ) CIVIL ACTIO:: l JUICER 76-1185 

SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCLC) 
V. CLARENCE M. KEI.LEY, ET AL (U.S.D.C., D.C.) 
CIVIL ACTION KU1-3ER 76-1186 


Serial 13tV pulled from this file under court order of 
U.S. District Jud^e John Lewis Smith, Jr., and sent to 
National Archives. 



FD-36 .'Rev. 5*22*64 
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Date; 


Transmit the following in 

airtel 


5/14/65 


(Type in plaintext or code ) 


Via 






O 1 

t 


s 


1 * 

"V 





nt» xul v 

T0:^ x DIRECTOR, FBI q£{£1sL 

T^R 4«r SAC, CHARLOTTE (157-731) 

ALLEGED PLOT TO ASSASSINATE 
MARTIN LUTHErTiCING AT 
WILSON, N. C *, 5/16-23/65 
RACIAL MATTERS 

Re Charlotte air tel to Bureau 5/4/65 enclosing IHM; 
Atlanta airtel to Bureau 5/7/65; Charlotte teletype to 
Bureau 5/14/65. 

Enclosed herewith for the Bureau are eight (8) * 

^ copies of an IHM in captioned matter. Two copies of IHM JTfjS ft L 
being furnished Atlanta. ■ / ’ 

Copies of IHM being disseminated locally to 
military intelligence and Secret Service. 

Reconta 

* was made by SA 
Conta£ 

handled by SA 



* 


Wilson, N. C. 


ry intelligence on 5/14/65 was Ln{X 
fat Charlotte, N. C. ^ 



, < „ „ T 1 ® B0U ?? es 

furnished information to SA 
who furnished information toFSF 

Charlotte will maintain contact with logical 
informants and the Bureau will be kept advised of all 
pertinent developments. _ . 

(^Bureau (Encs, 8) (RM) ? ^ ^ ^ 

"2- Atlanta (157-400) (Encs. 2W 

3-Charlotte * 

GCK: sal 

(8) AGENCY: ACSI, ONI, OSI, SEC SER 
DEPT ISD y CSD : 1 

DATE rop/y; y ' c ° 


^Approved: 






-X 


Special Agent in OKi»$e* 


JRE aetacWjvg 
U&JlT.te Group VWX- 



c 
) . 


( 



in Reply, Pleate Refer to 
File No. 


NITED STATES DEPARTMENT r ’ JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Thsrlcrte North Carolina 
Mr/ 14, 1965 


REi AIIX.-EI' FJ C-T TO ASSASSINATE 
MARTIN 1 HER HINT- AT 
WILSON., : CRTH C ARC UNA 
m? it ~ n. i960 
ra :.t.a.i V s : 


Reference is made to memorandum captioned as above 

da; fed May 4, 19^5, ct IhiTlcdie* Nortn Carolina, 

S o u.r c e » : am J 1 .1 5 r w ■ . t ' u . a; fivities of the United K 1 an s 
o f Ane r : c- a , In c „ ,, Kr i gr, t ? 0 f the Eu K.lux Klan 9 were contacted 
at d a d v i.sed th a * r. o 1 n f ; - n a lie; had been received regarding a . 
P-ct to assassinate MARTIN 17IHEE KINS at Wilson, North Carolina, 
o r a 1 an y 0 the r pi a e- i n one United States, 


Tnese 5 . ?;:-:es advised that no information had been 
received concerting, any plan of the United Kians of America to 
apprcprla’f ary s/rint money to be paid to the killer of 
MARTIN LT1HEF. Kill .. 



Wi'.;n TTTTTTTN Ih 

R 0 ; x y Mo un t , Nc r th Carolina, and also a check: 

Wil-on, North Care-lira, failed to indicate that any large group 1 
: 'h Negroes cr MARTIN HITHER K INI have made reservations at these 
establishments for the period May 16 - 23, 1965 , 



This document certains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FEZ. It is the 
property of the FBI and is loaned tc your 
agency) it and its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency. 


ALL INFORMATION CO: TAINtD 
HE d R:: IS UNCLASSIFIED 
r ■ BY 


/ 


/ '■ , 


RE s ALLEGED PLOT TO ASSASSINATE MARTIN EITHER KING 


recontacted a source he cere. Me red to be reliable but had been 
unable to obtain any further inf arena lien concerning the alleged 
plot to assassinate KIN 3. 

bl(^) Special Agent Charge, 111th 

IntejAigenc^Cc^^T^^^^cna^ct te , North Carolina, was advised 
of the above information on May 14, 1965 0 


A characterization of the Vnited KIsrs ef America, Inc. 
Knights of the Ku Klur. K'lan* appears in the appendix to this 
memorandum!. 


APPENDIX 


UNITED KLANS OF AMERICA, INC. 

KNIGHTS OF THE KU KLUX KLAN (UNITED KLANS) 

% 

Records of Superior Court # of Fulton County, Georgia, 
show that this Klan organization was granted a corporate 
charter on February 21, 1961, at Atlanta, Georgia, under the 
name United Klans, Knights of the Ku Klux Klan of America, Inc. 

A source advised on February 27, 1961, that United 
Klans was formed as a result of a split in U. S. Klans, 

Knights of the Ku Klux Klan. Inc. According to the source, 
the split resulted from a leadership dispute, and United Klans 
has the same aims and objectives as the parent group. These 
are the promotion of Americanism, white supremacy, and segregat- 
ion of the races. 

The first source and second source advised in July 
1961, that United Klans, Knights of the Ku Klux Klan of America, 
Inc., merged with Alabama Knights, Knights of the Ku Klux Klan. 

The merged organization established headquarters in Suite 401, 

The Alston Building, Tuscaloosa, Alabama. The organization is 
directed by ROBERT SHELTON, Imperial Wizard, and is the dominant 
Klan group in the South with units in several southern states. 

On August 14, 1961, the second source advised that the 
organization formerly known as United Klans, Knights of the Ku 
Klux Klan of America, Inc., would be known in the future as 
United Klans of America, Inc., Knights of the Ku Klux Klan. The 
second source said the name was changed by a resolution adopted 
at the National Klonvocation held July 8, 1961, at Indian Springs, 
Georgia. 


Second source advised that at a meeting at Prattville, 
Alabama, on October 22, 1961, a majority of the Klaverns of the 
Uo S . Klans, Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, merged with the United 
Klans of America, Inc., Knights of the Ku Klux Klan. 





1 . 


APPENDIX 


V 


UNITED KLANS OF AMERICA, INC., 

KNIGHTS OF THE KU KLUX KLAN (NORTH CAROLINA) 

(UNITED KLANS) 

On August 17, 1964, a source advised that the North Caro- 
lina organization of United Klans of America, Inc., Knights of the 
Ku Klux Klan, became affiliated with the national organization of 
the same group in the Spring of 1961 . The State Headquarters are 
at the residence of North Carolina Grand Dragon JAMES ROBERTSON 
JONES, Granite Quarry, North Carolina, who is subordinate to the 
national organization with headquarters at Tuscaloosa, Alabama. 

The organization in North Carolina has the same aims and 
objectives as the parent group? that is, advocacy of segregation of 
the races and white supremacy „ 






In Reply, P lease Refer to 

FUe A o. 


UJ 1 'TED STATES DEPARTMENT OF 
VEDERAL BUREAU OF 1NVESTIG, 

Chariots. No r~n Carolina 
May 14 , ,19 6 " 


:USTICE 
r i on 


( 


aiietet flct ro assassinate 

MARTIN 1VTHEE KINl AT 
WILSON NORTH CAROLINA 
MAT J6 - 2R, 1965 


r ac ; ai ma tifr s 

pTtirr M-:?, _ r wI-jt- dated May 14, 19^5 > at 
' r. a r 1 ■: : . 7 ■: y Me r : h C a c 1 In a 3 


All v ' \ . . -• be: gw) whose identities 

*r? : ■: r. 5 1 e d 1 r re : e - * •: . - =■ r; ' . r : ' a - : r. n h a- e ’ fu rr i shed reliable 

; : f 7 -r; 37 icr. in vne 
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It.:? dr c t ecr: ains a ; : '£:• rec ;:“~er.davion£ nor conclusions 
o: the ?BI„ It, is in e pr-. pe ri./ of the ?TI and is loaned to 
ycur agency; it end IT c -nien'-s are not to be distributed 
c u ; i de y«; u. r * g en c y .> 
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE / S • i S.vo BY SWJArv i \J- 

Ipo7* , 


May 19, 1905 


I 03il 





bX*) 


~T) _ 

rr> 

CD £ 




Your letter of May 11th has been received. 

In response to your inquiry, ! would like to point 
out that information contained in our files must be maintained as 
confidential in accordance with regulations oi the Department of 
Justice and is available for official use only. I am sure you 
will understand the reason for this poUcy. 


Sincerely yours, 



T ~ eLSiy PE £ZJ 



TRUE COPY 



tol& 


Yorba Linda, Calif 
May 11, 1965 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Dirictor - F. B. I. 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover, 

Mr. Bill Drake, local editor of our small town 
' Yorba Linda Star said in his ’’William Tells” column oi May 5, 

1965, "Martin Luther King had been cited innumerable times by 
the F. B. I. as being connected with communist- front organizations. ” 

If the FBI has made such citations where may I obtain 
such information? 


Very truly yours, 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


XXXXXX 

XXXXXX 

XXXXXX 
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Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 
indicated, explain this deletion. 


Deleted under exemptions ) _ 
material available for release to you. 


ATtelAzM 


with no segregable 


HU Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 

HD Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 

CD Documents) originating with the following government agency ties) : .. 

, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); 

as the information originated with them. You will 

be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 


Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 


HD For your information: 


The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 

v /to - /6CC, /3&A 


XXXXXX 

XXXXXX 

XXXXXX 


XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 
x DELETED PAGE(S) X 
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M W 171965 I 

■th-etQ^ 


SENT BY CODED TELETYPE srw-ws 

OTHETLm-SE- 


ALL iNi'OFJlA.'T ~;* _ 

BERETS IE UHOUS. -FIED 

H0"a\, 


Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr' 


FBI MEV YORK 
430FlT URfiEWT 5-17-65 


ILh f 

^ / 


■3p£r. 

Mr. Callahan 

Mr. Conrad ... __ 
Mr. Felt 


Mr. Gale_ 

Mr. Kncoji i< _ 

Mr. 'Suml^S^ 


Mr. Tavel 

Mr. Trotter 

Tela. Room 

M>s H.imes 

Miss Gandy 


KRQ 

BIRECTOR /I 00- 106670/ 
FROH HEW YORK /I 00- 136585 

I 


mXO BI 

Y roAH 


/8/AND ATLANTA/ 100-558 6/ 


MARTIN LOT HER 

0FIMC_ cv 


9, 


00.. ATLANTA 


£* /) v*. An * s\ I S "f~ 

IN6, JR* 9 SECURITY NATTER-C, 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

herein is unclassified 

ATE/A-/ 5 .gL BY 

URNISHED FOLLOWING 




INFORMATION REGARDING KING-S ITINERARY NEW YORK FOR HAY SEVENTEEN, 
SIXTY FIVE .. APPEAR AT CONVENT AVENUE BAPTIST CHURCH /BAPTIST 
CONVENTION/, TWO FORTY FIVE PM, FOR ABOUT ONE HOUR. RETURN SUMMIT 

HOTEL UNTIL SEVENTHIRTY PH, THEN TO CATHEDRAL OF ST. JOHN DIVINe] 

V 

WILL REMAIN APPROXIMATELY ONE AND ONE HALF HOURS AND THEN PROCEED 


DIRECTLY TO AIRPORT TO RETURN ATLANTA. THIS INFORMATION OBTAINED 

Kr. jwW Male 


FROM CONVERSATION BETWEEN CLARENCE JONES AND UNMALE /PROBABLY BERNARD 
LEE/. JONES DURING CONVERSTION MENTIONED THAT _£J?AIAIN SEELEY/PHONETIC/ 
"A NEGRO CAPTAIN* IS A FRIEND OF IT IS NOTED THAT CAPTAIN 


LLOYD^ELEY IS THE NEGRO POLICE CAPTAIN ASSIGNED TO TWENTY 

ilfj^RACIAl ^ICTURBANCtS 


EIGHTH PRECINCT, HARLEM, NEW YORK, FOLLOW 


-- /?£ 


T 


HD 


( 


BEG-24 


MR. BEUTiOiiT FOR THE DIRECTOR 


ECTOR f 


MAY 19 1965 




« 


PAGE TM 

IN SIMMER DF NINETEEN SIXTY FOUR. INFORMATION FROM| 
SHOULR BE CLASSIFIED SECRET. 


L& b 2(D) 


SNDRPP 
FBI VASK DC 


■iw 


f 


CC-MR. SULLIVAN 


( 


s* 

c 


i 


• * (*<>7 ip 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
nATE i aiw nv5( 3i t^JkmW- 


bl.'u^v> c, i.viVLi iui-. 

U. S. DEPAKTML FT Of JUST CL 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTlf 


MA V 1 7 i 

TELETYPE 


FBI REV YORK ^ 

3-38PH EDT URGENT 3-17-65 RPR ip (j 

TO DIJJEtfTOR, FBI — 10— /100-106670/ AND ATLANTA /100-3586, 
FROH NEW YORK /t 00- I 36385/ 


o 



RARTIN LOTHER KIR3, JR., SECURITY RATTER-C, 80.. ATLANTA hereto is untcassifie 

exccpt whers showu 

YAP^l(t>) __ OTHERWISE*. 

'FURNISHES FOLLOWING INPO 



REGARDING KIRQ-S ITINERARY NY FOR RAY SEVENTEEN SIXTYFIVE APPEAR AT 


CONVERT AVENUE BAPTIST CHURCH /BAPTIST CONVENTION/, TWO FORTYFIVE PR, 




\ 


FOR ABOUT ONE HOUR. RETURN SUNHIT HOTEL UNTIL SEV 01 THIRTY PH, THEN, TO 


CATHEDRAL OF ST. JOHN DIVINE. WILL REHAIN APPROXIHATELY ONE AND ONE flALF 


HOURS AND THEN PROCEED DIRECTLY TO AIRPORT TO RETURN ATLARTA. THIS INFO 
OBTAINED FROM CONVERSATION BETWEEN CLARENCE JONES AND UNHALE /PROBABLY 
BERNARD LEE/. JONES DURING CONVERSATION HENTIONED THAT CAPTAIN SEELEY 
/PHONETIC/' "U NEGRO CAPTAIN' IS /ElRJJJfD OF HIS. IT IS NOTED THAT CAPT- 


UIN LLOYD SEELEY IS THE NE6R0 POLICE CAPTAI 


SNED TO 

'M- ' 




PRECINCT, HARLEN, NY, FOLLOWING RACIAL DISTURBANCES IN SUN HER OF SIXTY- 

r< 


FOUR. INFO FROM 
•ULB BE CLASSIFIED SECRET 


i-AND HOLD PLS.*, 

i ^-frcV 





"n" 19 T9S5 

n/csH- f 




ft/19/65 


( 


i 


SAC, Boston (100-65794) 


n| 

o 

-S 


— Lu : IU 

-JCC(- 
_JLU <C 

<ro 


Director, fM (100-106670 ) 


O 


■ABTIK un HKE KDB, 
SM-C 


JR. 


PKR3DKAL ATTBflTlOK 
1- Sr. Baumgardner 

(Field Supervision) 

b*$ 



■cartel 4/20/65 which reported on Information obtained 
iron Lovell Dyett of the Rational Association for the Advance- 
ment of Colored People to the effect that his organisation had 
received several telephone calls threatening bodily hare to 
King. Teletype stated that a letterhead soeorandua (UH) would 
folios. 


Bolet (0-1) 4/27/65 requested advice as to shen the 
US mould be snbsltted. Tour reply stated “Bee Boston letter 
end im 4/27/65." 

Because the above-referenced conrmnl cat ions mere in 
the caption "Hart in Lather King, Jr., 8U-C" and the Bureau mas 
unable to locate any letter free your office dated 4/27/65 in 
the King caption, it van necessary to request your office, by 
rovtljg slip dated 5/11/65, copies of your letter end LBH 
4/27/65. 


gZ 


o tZ fi 
te o \ 


^ St 


H p II cj 

sePl 


* * « o 


IBM 


A revise of these 4/27/65 coneunlcations reveal (1) the 
| contain any Information pertaining to the threats 


report e<Fin your teletype 4/20/65;’ and (2) your airtel (not 
. - — — - -■ thus explaining!* 




letter) 4/27/65 im not In the King caption, 
shy the Bureau vas unable to locate the correspondence* 

Too are woe instructed to Immediately furnish the 
Bureau, by return airtel, an IW which will report the original 
Information concerning the threats to King. 


It is obvious from the foregoing that this natter was 
poorly handled iron an administrative standpoint in your office. 
Much delay and needless correspondence has resulted. Form 
errors should be scored against the responsible personnel, 

Agent as well as supervisory, and they should he personally 
impressed with the necessity for exercising greater care In 
the handling of coi^isfcoflaanoe with the Bureau in the future. 



• REC 36 '■'/SO -/0U,J_0- 
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RE: BERNARD S. I.EE V. CLARENCE II. KELLEY, ET AL. 

(U.S.D.C. , D.C.) CIVIL ACTIO:.' IJUILVE-I 76-1185 

SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCI.C) 
V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY, ET AL (U.S.D.C., D.C.) 
CIVIL ACTION KUi'SER 76-1186 


Serial 135 */ pull ed from this file under court order of 
U.S. District Jud^e John Levis Smith, Jr., and sent to 
National Archives. 
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3 :M PM EST 5 - 16-65 URGENT JAH 
TO DIRECTOR, NEW YORK, MOBILE, NEWARK AND ATLANTA 

NEW YORK VIA WASHINGTON - ENCODED P Sti 

FROM LOUISVILLE 161900 r 

/fi ^ 

MARTIN LUTHEFKKING, JR. SM - C. 

RE ATLANTA TELETYPE MAY 16 INSTANT AND CHICAG^^^TTYPE 
MAY 15 LAST. h 7(D) 




ADVISED SUBJECT ARRIVED LOUISVILLE 1J^03 AM'MAV 1b INS I ANT 
FROM ATLANTA AND HE AND A REVEREND^EE HAS RESERVATION ON EAL 


FLIGHT 186 LEAVING LOUISVILLE 6:1*5 PM MAY 16 INSTANT ARRIVING w'r) 

AiriUADI/ A. 41- mi A 1 ><f rs /s'. J I, 


NEWARK 9:15 PM SAME DATE. 

FURTHER, THEY HAVE RESERVATIONS ON EAL FLIGHT 1*1*5 
LEAVING KENNEDY AIRPORT, NEW YORK AT 11:1*5 PM MAY 16 INSTANT 
ARRIVING ATLANTA 12:1*5 AM MAY 17 NEXT. THESE RESERVATIONS 
WERE MADE AT 2:00 PM MAY 15 LAST BY REVEREND LEE. 

SUBJECT'S ACTIVITIES SHOULD BE FOLLOWED THROUGH 
ESTABLISHED SOURCES AND NEWS MEDIA ARTICLES ONLY. PERTINENT 
INFORMATION SHOULD BE FURnTshFo hiirpaii ANn amt a~ 

SUITABLE FOR DISSEMINATION. ^ 

AIRMAIL COPY TO CHICAGO. 


A'.Y 


RECEIVED: 1*:52 PM DGW 

AmmORMiTIONOOTOlSED 
HEHKir xr, IKCT.*?.' r FTFn 
EXC2?? IVHzRS shorn 
otherwise. 


EX-101 


T 031/ 


1 MAY 19 IRES 


0^ 




-p" 


? - 1 °l 


■f / 


If the intelligence contained in the above message it to be disseminated 
paraphrased in order to protect the Bureau'* cryptographic systems 



■Jpu, it is suggested that it be suitably 
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ATLANTA VIA WASHINGTON ENCODED 


Mr, Trotter 

Tele. Room 

Miss Huimes— 
Miss Gandy 


FROM NEW YORK /100-136585/ /157-1456/ 3 PAGES [\Yyr. - - 

& i 5 0 MPm 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., SECURITY MATTER-C., SCOPE, RACIAL NATTERS. 


REFERENCE ATLANTA TELETYPES, NAY TEN AND TWELVE LAaT^^^^RNING 
KING-S ITINERARY IN NYC. ' ^ j 


ON MAY TWELVE LAST, AT TWO THIRTY FOUR PM, SPECIAL AGENT? OBSERV^ 


KING, ANDY YOUNG, AND MAN BELIEVED TO BE HOSEA WILLIAMS, ARRIVING ABOARD - 


&Al FLIGHT ONt ZERO SIX, JFK AIRPORT. THEY WERE MET BY HARRY WACHTEL, 


BAYARD RUSTIN AND JOHN LEWIS OF SNCC, AND NUMEROUS NEWSMEN. ^ 

FOLLOWING EXCHANGE OF GREETINGS, KING, WACHTEL AND RUSTIN LEFT /Jy^ 
AIRPORT IN RENTED CADILLAC LIMOUSINE. YOUNG AND MAN BELIEVED TO BE HOSEA 


WILLIAMS REMAINED AT AIRPORT FOR FEW M INU TES BEFORE DEPARTING . 

blip) 

DIRECTLY TO INWOOD, ROCKVILLE CENTER, LONG BEACH AND HEMPSTEAD, LONG 


ISLAND, WHERE THEY STOPPED TO EXCHANGE REMARKS WITH LOCAL RESIDENTS. 


ADVISED KING, RUSTIN, WACHTEL AND LEWIS APPEARED AT VOTING 


RIGHTS RALLY WHICH WAS HELD IN THE ISLAND GARDEN ARENA, WEST HEMPSTEAD, 


ON NIGHT OF MAY TWELVE LAST. 


END PAGE ONE . 
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PAGE TWO «tn 

T»t “NEVSDAY", A LONG ISLAND HORNING DAILY, REPORTS ON HAY THIRTEEN 
INSTANT, THAT RING W, S r»e SE „i „ CIVIL RIGHTS RALLY HELD IN HEHPSTEAD 
LAST NIGHT. THE „t, C le, CAPTIONED, -RIGHTS LEADERS HIT US FOREIGN 
POLICY-. REPORTS THJTjaNG. ATTENDED AND S0 PXE,_CO»P,»,»g HIS REHARKS T<L 
•5^,50NpniONS^AND POLL TAX LAVS 

O © 


RE: 


. LEE VS. CLARENCE M.*IeLLEY, ET AL 
(U.S.D.C. ,D.C.) CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1185 

SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCLO 
VS. CLARENCE M. KELLEY, ET AL (U.S D C DC) 
CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76^1186 ’ D ’ C * ) 

3 

Unfit'S ^ * 

_. P“ lled from this file under court order 
U.S. District Judge John Lewis Smith, Jr and 
sent to National Archives. * nd 

/6£>- \ o (, C , 70 - / 354 

<?■ <3 


/ 
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FBI SANANTON 

1243 AM URGENT 5/14/S5 EGL 
TO DIRECTOR AND ATLANTA 
FROM SAN ANTONIO 2-P 




UN5U3; ALLEGED ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR 






■'AT EIGHT FORTYFIVE P. M. THIS DATE ONE 

™““ TEXAS, 

TELEPHONICALLY CONTACTED THE SAN ANTONIO OFFICE ADVISING 
THAT WHILE HE WAS AT THE TEMPLE > TEXAS THIS 

EVENING AN UNKNOWN INDIVIDUAL APPROACHED HIM ASKING IF HE 
WERE CAPA3LE AND WILLING TO ASSASSINATE MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

REQUESTED THAT HE BE CONTACTED BY AGENTS AT COPPERSCOVE 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION. 

AND RELATED AN INCOHERENT 

THE EVENING WHILE AT THEH^mH| OBVIOUSLY IB MW 1811965 


■Hf INTERVIEWED AT HIS RESIDENCE, , -,j* 

18 f REC 38 //j 0- /o Ifi b 70 - 135 

‘ ACCOUNT* IDF HIS ACTI Vims EARLMfl-iN-- — — 1 ~ 


INTOXICATED STATE AND ADVISED THAT UNKNOW INDIVIDUAL ASKP&-+HM - 

1 1 " 

OtfOTE IF HE WOULD LIKE TO KILL MARTIN LUTHER KING WQUOTS. 

ALL IJTFOI\MATION CONTAINED 

END PAGE ONE ywFTv- .&*-«? t 771 ^ 

r«v - 


OTHERWISE. 



PAGE TWO 

BVdvised he strung this individual, along in order to 

K I' 

develop more information ABOUT HIS miE PLAN UNQU OTE BUT 
WAS UNSUCCESSFUL IN DOING SO. 

■■(WIFE ALSO INTERVIEWED THIS EVENING AND ADVISED 
FREQUENTLY DRINKS TO EXCESS AND WHEN DRUNK MISUNDERSTANDS 
WHAT PEOPLE ARE SAYING TO HIM AND MAKES UP FICTITIOUS STORIES. 
SHE IS OF OPINION THAT THE ABOVE MENTIONED STORY OFm^IN 
REGARDS TO ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR IS FICTITIOUS 
AND SHOULD BE GIVEN NO CREEDENCE. 

SAN ANTONIO WILL INTERVIEW ^K|t0M0RR0W IN EFFORTS TO 
DEVELOP ADDITIONAL INFORMATION AND TO ASCERTAIN IF ACTUAL 
THREAT AGAINST LIFE OF KING WAS MADE. 

LHM FOLLOWS. 

ATLANTA HANDLE. 


END 

WA LRA 
FBI WASH DC 
AT JDW 
FBI ATLANTA 


CLR@®$0 



RE: BERNARD S. LEE V. CLARENCE ?I. KELLEY , ET AL. 

(u.s.d.c., d.c.) civil actio:: hunter 76-im 

SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCI.C) 
V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY, ET AL (U.S.D.C., D.C.) 
CIVIL ACTION KUA3ER 76-11S6 


Serial /jj.j'tfpulloc] from tb is file under court order of 
U.S. District Judge John Lewis Smith, Jr., and sent to 
National Archives. 
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7:57 PM CDST URGENT 5 -I 5-65 AAA 
TO DIRECTOR ATLANTA, LOUISVILLE AND NEWARK 
FROM CHICAGO 15221 5 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. SM-C. 


blM 


RE ATLANTA TEL DATED MAY 15 LAST. 



TODAY ADVISED THAT KING DID NOT ARRIVE CHICAGO 

AT 11 tl4-0 AM ON MAY 15 INSTANT ON EASTERN AIRLINES FLIGHT 
NUMBER 240 FROM ATLANTA. NO INDICATION THAT KING IN 
CHICAGO. KING HAS RESERVATION ON EASTERN AIRLINES FLIGHT 
NUMBER 186 LEAVING LOUISVILLE 6:45 PM ON MAY 16 NEXT TO 
NEWARK. 

LOUISVILLE AND NEWARK WILL FOLLOW KING'S ACTIVITIES 

through established sources only and will advise bureau 

AND ATLANTA OF PERTINENT INFORMATION IN FORM SUITABLE FOR 
DISSEMINATION. 



RECEIVED: 9:04 PM RTS 




H5T.r T 


BT'enr A 

OTHERWISE 


SHOWH 



ll-w-n 

Jl T-rO 

1 00 -IOOb'10 *>= 


C 


4 MA/ 16 'iSisj 


/J 


/ : • ; •; 


If the intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminated outside the Bureau, it is suggested that it be suitably 
paraphrased in order to protect the Bureau’s cryptographic systems. 
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May 13, 1065 


REC ‘ 34 /o 0- ^ 



V ftv .L luFO^vwU* 








C *-« 85 
O t/ S 

_ t* o 

£ ... :c 


! p t-i g: 

' h tw t4 
1 W W 8 


H 


Belmont _ 

Mohr 

De Loach _ 

Cospnr 

Callahan _ 


HEREIN IS UilC-ASS.rlED 
DATEJ^JStfLBY 

ip tP y ? 


I received your letter of May 7th enclosing copies 
of communications directed to you by Senators Kuchel and Murj&y.s 

f — { c 

For your information, by communication dated £ 
April X, 1965, Senator Kuchel forwarded your letter to him = 

dated March 26, 1965, with which was included a similar circular . 3 
On April 6 , 1965, I replied to Senator Kuchel and advised him of 
the confidential nature of material appearing in our files. I am 
sending you a copy of this letter. As this exchange of correspond- 
ence has indicated, I regret I am unable to be of further, help lii 
this matter. 


rto you. 


Enclosed Is some literature I hope wilt be of interest 

»— « c. 

* TC- 


MAY 1 31965 

noMM-FB^ 


Sincerely yours, * 

^ -Edgar Hoover 

V qk/ 


cfff 




Cole / - 

Rosen V*V*7 


Enclosures ( 6 ) 

Copy of Senator Kuchers letter, 4-6-65 
Domestic Intelligence 

U. S. News & World Report articles 12-7-64 & 12-21-64 
Our Heritage of Greatness, 12-12-64 , 3 ..... 

Remarks of Senator Dodd on Floor of Senate, *2-25-65 

NOTE: There is no data in Bufiles to preclude this letter t< 

We have enjoyed cordial relations with Senator Kuchel, and ou^mFgoing 
of 4-6-65 apprised him of our position in this matter. 

DTP: kef j -J (3) v 
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ALL iArJC vAT'CN CONTAINED M a y 7 , 196 s 

hehzjh l ^classified 

Jd- 1 _PY Sf **J 

(pent 

J. Edgar Hoover . . (- - 

Federal Bureau of Investigation * 

Washington, D. C. / y / 

/ / • ^ 

Dear Sir: 

Please refer to the two enclosed copies of letters 
I have received from my United States Senators. 

In reference to this matter, I would appreciate 
your informing me if the material covered in the 
photograph which is also enclosed is authentic. 

Your prompt attention to this matter would be 
appreciated. 





« MAY ll 1965 


CL/vr'. 

38 MAY 11 1965 
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WT NCHAHiM 
VAtMI KOfeIC 0*11 


> CLAWS ► * 
IMNMLPM * 
rA WliUAHI j 
CUI»«M| WILL « i 




^OnUeb *£> tale* ^>crtalc 

COM M 'TTII ON 
LABOR AND RUBLtC WEI f ARE 


j, i- 



i 

i , 

H 

k “• 


: a!.'^ : , 4r cr;coNT«Nn) 

- ,~;V : ;"-"M^S R £0 ' 

:i; 


■ bd~?d 

I'ouu,. <«. Mjj;j >i i‘ • n.jr; i.ikttj r.i«* f.o oc l ;n« l «*<i< ...• 

ot Mureh *’o, 1 •• * i , .«.■<;* ruing the photo graph * v 

King which appeared in The Augusta Courier July 

Frtn 1 t” h» t- r l r l t iM> t 1 r\ f i^rtAii 1 / I tv\A »■* a =% rsi^ ^ 1 * t \ , . < ’ ^ ^.>3 

— — ,,p ^ a j wiivuau mv* u w i-'| /iU i n * 1 * : . J i, a:', lci.; 

to the Federal Bureau or invest igation since we i »;i m • i.o infor- 
mation regarding Martin Luther King's background. The Federal 
Bureau of Investigation would be in the position :c pro- 


. : ■ i mm. ■ ry 
r ■; i j; L ; t lie r 
, * r e 




Sincere! ’■ 


v V " ^ ^ 

Richard ^ . ■' ■lA nn 
Executive Assisti 
to Senator Murph-. 


i 


/ 2iCntl#& -2) laics 4E>enaie 

COMMITTIX ON AJ»M**rNIAT(ON* 

April 1^, 19o: 


> icun , A*ri cum. 



Th- file- o 1 tile Keaerfil Bureau ol' Li. • t \ruu . are 
confidential and therefore not open to the pui'- .. . 

f 

I iiiVt tiu idea or tnc origin or the art '-rial vouch you 
seat but o<-cttac« I agree vith you that «>:tn-rr. * .,ts , *n -ether 
the., 1 be c!‘ t:»« right or oi the left, are of inngi j tc thin 
country » I nave sent, the material to the Fo n ra; }h.* cr, .. oi 
Investigation. 

Tiiu.u. .. u.. !<>r bringing it to my attention. 

Vfi th X;nd<nt regards, 


Sincerely' yo.irs. 



THOMAS h. KbC.2L 
United States Senator 


’ Ifcge Four 


THE AUGUSTA COURIER, JULY 8, 1963 


MARTIN LUTHER K'NG AT 

COMMUNIST TRAINING SCHOOL 



The above picture was made by an employee of the State of Georgia, at the Highlander 
Folk School in Monteagle, Tennessee during the Labor Day week-end of 1957. The photo- 
grapher was sent to the Highlander Folk School by the Georgia Commission on Education. 
The Highlander Folk School was abolished by an act of the Legislature of the State of Ten- 
nessee at a later date because it was charged with being a subversive organization. 

Those numbered in the picture are: 

1. Martin Luther King, Jr., of the Montgomery boycott and the Birmingham riots. Karl 
Prussion, a counterspy for the FBI for twenty-two years, charges that Martin Luther King 
belongs to sixty Communist-front organizations — more than any Communist in the 
United States. He is promoted and encouraged by the Kennedys. 

2. Abner W. Berry of the Central Committee of the Communist Party. 

3. Aubrey Williams, President of the Southern Conference Education Fund, Inc., The Trans- 
mission Belt in the South for the Communist Party. 

4. Myles Horton, Director of Highlander Folk School for Communist Training, Monteagle, 
Tennessee. 

These "Four Horsemen" of racial agitation have brought tension, disturbance, strife 
and violence in their advancement of the Communist doctrine of "racial nationalism." 

JOIN THE AUGUSTA COURIER IN THE FIGHT FOR FREEDOM 



RE: BERNARD S. LEE V. CLARENCE KELLEY, ET AI„. 

(U.S.D.C., D.C.) CIVIL ACTIO;.’ lUL-CER 76-1185 

SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCJ.C) 
V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY, ET AL (U.S.D.'C., D.C.) 
CIVIL ACTION KUi-lBER 76-11S6 


Sena i/3^7 pui lecl from this file under court order of 
U.S. District Jucj^e John Lev.’is Smith, Jr., and sent to 
National Archives. 






BERNARD S. LEE 

(U.S.D.C, D.C.) 


V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY ET AI 
CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76 -LIBS 


BOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SC 
V. CLARENCE M. KELLY, ET. AL (U.S.D C D O 
CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1186 D.C.) 


Unre corde d serial dated ^pulled from this file 

Smi<h C ? Urt ° l d / r 01 U ' S ' Strict Judge John Lewis 
Smith, Jr., ind sent to National Archives. 
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May 19, 1965 ' 
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sjr^\, • f-i;. -i/ ■ 

‘rr^^-441' -, 

frf ; 


>* « r*'trtrt'es &* aj l, >• »^r 

&*re mJJke £+****': .4 ^ 

«s/>* ;vj • ^ /a ts** ft ••;;X 

spr/at 

Your letter of May 14th has been received, and the thought 
which prompted you to write is appreciated. I am indeed encouraged to. 
know of your support and want to thank you very much for your generous ;^gg, 
remarks concerning my administration oi the FBI. It Is hoped that ourj ^ ^ 
future endeavors continue to meet with your approval. 

..**••• • ■•■••'•• ■ •• * •>:•' S-fr- 

Regarding the individuals you mentioned and your request ^ 
for a list of reputable speakers, I would like to point out this Bureau Is 
strictly an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as such, 
neither makes evaluations nor draws conclusions as to the character t»r.: T ^^|i 
integrity of any organization, publication or individual. In addition, 
information in our files must be maintained as confidential pursuant to 
regulations of the Department of Justice and is available for official use 3/^'" 
only. Therefore, I am sure you will understand why I cannot comment ~ 
as you desire. Karl Prussion assisted this Bureau by furnishing infor-^l^ 
-station on subversive activities from November, 1949, to July, 1959, 
during which time he was compensated; however, he was not a Special 333 
Agent. His personal ventures, opinions and comments are strictly his 
Q sm 9 and the FBI is not in a position to comment on these in any way 3 ^3 ; 
i". . s/oatsoever. ^ 

S ^ S ' ■ 




2 £1 
Q- 


Belst'*: 

S*-V 


In response to your request, I am enclosing some material 
the general topic of communism. Perhaps you may also wish to refer 
to my books, ’Masters of Deceit” and ”A Study of Communism. f ' These 
were written to help readers gain an insight into the true nature of corn* §333 
munist activities, both in this country and abroad. Copies may be 
available at your school or local library. 


m 
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Sincerely yours, 
j, Edgar Hoovfit 


If 
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Mr. C&Ushan 
Mr. twa 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSI 


J* Edgar Hoover, Director •: .. v 

Federal Bureau of Investigation *: h'.; > 

Washington, D.C. ... :i ...... / 

Dear Mr. Hoover: ' . : 4 rr ^? 

1 would like to commend you for your wbrk in the fight 
against the evils of the communist conspiracy. It is most 
evident to me that if it were not for people like you, we 
eight now be a satellite of Moscow, X have hopes that ' you vjJ. 7 . ' 
will not retire for many years, because this country truly ^ 
needs a man like you. . 

■ t-' j 

Presently, I am a high school senior in Racine, Wisconsin* 
and during the past year and a half I have become most 
ter ested in the Conservative fight against communism. I 
have done extensive reading concerning this topic of the j 

corruunist conspiracy. Many of my friends are unaware of • ^'vt.c 
th-r' conspiracy ar.d I have been trying to show them what is J* V; 7 
hay lining. Slowly, I have progressed with some of them, lj 

but others have come to see the truth. Recently, our clty .’ w _^J 
had the oppurt unity to hear Karl Prussion, as you know a 
forcer F. 3. 1. counterspy, speak about the conspiracy. 

X had heard other speakers on this subject, but I feel^ that 
he*'- delivered his message in a most meaningful and f actual . J 

Some of my friends asked me: ”ls he credible? , ■"lYhh-* 
Vr.y should we believe him? Could he still now be working 
l or the communists?” I would be most appreciative if you - 

would send me a letter, so that doubters might believe 
Kr. Prussian's message. I felt that no other, but you, 
could achieve this purpose, . '/P 

Since we are planning to procure other speakers for this * yh'hu 
city in the future, I would also appreciate it if you 
would send rre some kind of list of reputable speakers which * v*£, 
you would rec miner d . . 

A'so, * am greatly disturbed with Martin Luther King and 
b- 5 communistic leanings. I have read how you feel sV-^ut 
hidj b$t I would like something for my own personal ref- 
erence and also for my friends. ; 

' li K *' NOT RF.OOBOTD^ 

Ml MAY 21 1965 









. .• ;• .> * .*■ 'Jr#. -V 

' •. •• • • — ••• •••'»* • ■ .- - >■■■' ,i' . ^A. ; Vr : . *' >^jgg? 

to convince these people many timefe arid in 
; e rn in g ' the conspiracy.-* They 'agree villi* Ifte 
l of the really reliable sources to which ve can 

a • 'I 1 or. nf T'ATvn+.nbl ** RTift nlreY'fi and .ROTnethinff about i-£v^SSrol 


. : .. : : * i'&£2£M2te 


r T BieaJ^w’^vJist of reputable speak era and something jfcbput 
" Mr. '1 would also like something about Valter 

Y--&- - "< and his actions. I would like this information &r th&x*e 
m&M. is, a great influence from labor in our city and^ W 

• only help to wake up these people; 1 know that aanj£ graffign 

*fU see the light..,., . , , ; ^ ^ 

gave me permission to use 'his "name ; aS- v v?^f^p 
erence, he is doing an excellent Job in this area to 
^^p/.'.^ake up, the people to. the communist ponsplracy^;;;?^ 

Ik^J^S^sp be most appreciative, if you would „ feel. free to ^end.;^^! 

1: ' K me any additional literature which Is at your disposal * ;p^:>j338 


r, V 

■fe; • '• -U: ^ W . 


'-=>■ ■•-+•-.. ■*>'*•; V'fflSp»£ 

you arid yoxir R >dric, 


' u*’ 
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Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 
indicated, explain this deletion. 


Deleted under exemption(s) 
material available for release to you. 


b 7(e) h 7(b) 


with no segregable 


□ Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 

□ Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 

CD Documents) originating with the following government agency(ies) 
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Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency<ies); 
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228BM CST 5/15/65 URGENT 
Tty DIRECTOR AND ATLANTA 

FROM SAN ANTONIO ALL liTCPMATICM CCi'TrJNED 


TELETYPE 


UNSUB; 


HERLI. ;S UNCLASSIFIED 

^TElS^BYS^i^o 




ALLEGED ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTH&'KING, JR. 


Mr. T'^-n 

Mr. E-l'T.'orit 
Mr. M«.V 
Mr. DcL- - 5- 
Mr. Ca s}-...- 
Mr. C alu.h 
Mi. Oi'is.l 
Mr. I I. 


Mi. G 


Mi. h 

Mr. 
M-. . 




7 .;_. J :t 

M.L_ X. 

Miss G:-.. \ 


RE SAN ANTONIO TEL TO DIRECTOR AND ATLANTA DATED MAY FOURTEEN 


LAST. 


bl(! 

REINTERVIEWED THIS DATE RE ALLEGED 


PLOT TO ASSASSINATE MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. AND ADVISED 
UNSUB EXPRESSED DISTASTE FOR KING/S EXPANDING INFLUENCE 
ON PRESIDENTIAL POLICY MATTERS. IN AN ATTEMPT TO 

UNCOVER POSSIBLE ASSASSINATION PLAN AGAINST KING, QUESTIONED 
UNSUB RE AN ASSASSINATION PAYMENT AND CHANCE OF ESCAPE. 

UNSUB DECLINED TO MAKE ANY ARRANGEMENTS FOR ASSASSINATION 
ATTEMPT AND GAVE NO INDICATION THAT ANY PLAN HAD OR WOULD 
BE MADE. BOTH UNSUB AND ■■ WERE DRINKING BEER FOR SEVERAL 

cr — 

HOURS AT TIME -FO DISCUSSION. ADMITTED 

TO BEING HIGHLY SUSCEPTIBLE TO INTOXICANTS EVEN IN MODERATE 
AMOUNTS. INASMUCH AS ADMITTEDLY INSTIGATED ASSASSINATION 

DISCUSSION IN AN ATTEMPT TO UNCOVER POSSIBLE PLOT AGAINST KING, 



AND NO SUCH PLOT UNCOVERED, NO FURTHER INVESTIGATION BEING 

ft 

CONDUCTED BY SA UACB. LHM FOLLOWS. 


END AND ACK PLS ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
Httplli IS UNCI '"? IF IED 
WA W3S EXCiri’X SHERD EEO'.VH ,i 


FBI WASH DC / 




,c m is j ms 


clr 9 5 1, !v,;.V y? 


RE 


BERNARD S. LEE V. CLARENCE II. KELLEY, ET AL. 
(U.S.D.C., D , C . ) CIVIL ACTION IJUliEER 76-1185 


SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCLC) 
V. CLARENCE IN KELLEY, ET AL (U.S.D.'C., D.C.) 
CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1 1S6 


Serial/^V^ pul. loci from this file under court order of 
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May 17, 1865 
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HEHu. io UNCLASSIFIED 

0AlE ja.-i5^v BY SPHHSiauL 

(o on V 


Your letter of May 11th has been received, and 1 
want to thank you very much for your kind sentiments and generous 
comments. It is hoped that my future endeavors continue to meet 
with your approval. 



4 



Although I would like to be of service, it is not 
within the scope of my authority to furnish you advice concerning 
your inquiry. 


Enclosed is some material which I hope you will 
find to be of interest. 


Sincerely yours 



J. Edgar Hoover 

1 - Charlotte - Enclosure 
1 - Mr. Sullivan - Enclosure 
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Heritage of Greatness 

FBI’s Role in the field of civil rights 

U. S. News & World Report 12-21-64 

Domestic Intelligence 

Remarks by Senator Dodd, 2-25-65 
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Finstcn, North Carolina, 
Hay 11, 19 C5 
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Honorable J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal B-'rea" of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear IT, V cover : 

Ie there any way in which citizens of these ’"nited States 

t cf America can legally ’irge an investigation of V.artin La ther 
King, Jr., his associates and fell owtr pvelers as tc their 
association with known c cnii':- nist , comnr’nist party and with 
c aren’t nist front organizations? 

Can dr senators cr representatives -rge the Senate or 

(the Ho'se tc have King thoroughly investigated, with the find- 
ings being mode public’ If there? is any way in which this can 
be dene, wc-ld yo” , please, advise by return mail? 

Sir, may I take this opportunity to say that , in my 
opinion, yo- are one of the few tr-ly great Americans now left 
on the p-iblic scene. Hay God richly bless and keep yd is r,y 
prayer. 


igsar® . 

iiZ By ^^= 


Sincere ly , 
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RE: BERNARD S. LEE V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY, ET AL. 

(U.S.D.C, D.C. ) CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 70-1185 

SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSi’.IP CONFERENCE (SC.LC) 
V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY , ET AL (U.S.D.C., D.C.) 
CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 70-1186 


Unrecorded serif:! dated s/yus-. pulled from this file 
under court order of U.S. District Judge John Lev;is 
Smith, Jr., and sent to National Archives. 
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Your letter of ^pril 28th, with enclosure, has 
been received, and the thought which prompted you to write 
me is appreciated. 

While I would like to be of service, information 
contained in the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential 
in accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice and 
is available for official use only. I regret that 1 am unable to be 
of help in this instance but trust you will understand the 

necessary reasons for this policy and why I am not in a position 
to comment as you have suggested. 
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MAILED 7 

uitit - 6 1965 

COMM- FBI 


. 1 ’ Sincerely yours, 

J d Edgar Hoover 

mmnpggT' 
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NOTE: Dr. 
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jannot be identified in Bufiles. "The Councilor’ 1 is well 

knownTR lhe‘ Bureau as is Courtney Smith. The leaflet is an open letter 
on ”'lne Councilor" letterhead and is addressed "Dear Friend" and 
signed by Courtney Smith. It is an appeal to contribute to a fund to 
post on billboards across the nation the photograph of Martin Luther 
King sitting in the classroom at Highlander Folk School. 


I WAIL ROOft* 
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April 28, 1965 




Federal Bureau of Investigation , 

Washington, D. C. , j • / 

/ / h/ // /• /• •' - 

Gentlemen: 

Enclosed is a mailing I received just yesterday. 

It does appear to me that the facts depicted may 
have been distorted. 

I write to inquire whether there is definite 
knowledge that the billboard as depicted is actually 
true or whether this is a smear campaign conducted 
by ’’The Councilor.” Perhaps this is out of your 
category to investigate and advise citizens in 
matters such as these; but if it is feasible, I 
would appreciate an answer. 
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This billboard at Montgomery, 
Ala. is the first of 807 sched- 
uled for erection from Califor- 
nia to New York. In foreground 
are Council officials. 

Persons who want to sponsor a 
billboard in their city are in- 
vited to write to The Councilor, 
228 Oil « Gas Bldg. , Shreveport, 
or Orleans Citizens Council, 509 
Delta Bldg., New Orleans. Pos- 


ter sheets cost $3.75 per set. 
The Council has billboards ready 
for use in many Southern cities, 
but sponsors must make full ar- 
rangements in other areas. 

"Just how far we can go with 
this billboard project depends 
on how much the public wants to 
help," c cemented Courtney Smith. 
"Dr. ftnaett Irwin has suggested 
that $4,000 to $5,000 would help 


tft 
r r 


> would neip uuumb 

NATION COWHKEi. 

max 


expand it properly. Anyone who 
wants to be a part can make out 
a check to the Council Billboard 
Fund and sent it in. " 

Depicted in the billboard, 
lower left, is Communist Party 
official Abner Berry. Seated 
next to King are Augrey Williams 
(identified as a Cotmunist) and 
Myles Horton, a director of the 
communist training school. 
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< 7<4e Councilor 


★ + Published by the Citizens' Council of Louisiana for Americans Everywhere + 

228 OIL AND GAS BUILDING * SHREVEPORT, LOUISIANA 71101 


Dear Friend: 

On the reverse side of this letter you will see an actual photo taken in 
Montgomery, Ala. of the first billboard erected shoving Martin Luther King 
at a Communist training school. We have been assured the cooperation of 
other patriotic groups across the nation in erecting the first 200 of these 
billboards as a means of "public education". 

Through our TV investigation project (now in progress) we have learned 
that leftwing propagandists have invested MILLIONS to build the "image" of 
King. We can stick a pin in their hot-air balloon by erecting enough of 
these signs. Present goal is 807, but we might erect 1,000 to 1,500 if we 
get the help. 

(One man has made available about 600 billboards just for repairing them, 
cleaning them up and paying land fees, where necessary. This is a tiny frac- 
tion of the cost of renting 600 billboards for 6 months.) 

I am writing you to invite you to participate if you wish, either by erecting 
a billboard in your city or by helping with a cash donation. This project will 
cost a great deal of money to complete but it will be worth every penny that 
can be raised to expose to the nation the communist influence around King. 

Remember, I'm not ASKING you for money. I'm merely giving you a chance 
to help out IF YOU WISH. 

Sincerely, 

Cfl-u/L Zru-y 
Courtney Smith 

Make checks payable to Billboard Fund, and mail to 228 Oil & Gas Bldg., Shreve- 
port, La. 

Incia ntally, James Farmer who is leading the CORE invasion has advocated ON 
THE RECORD that land in the South be divided up among "Agricultural Collectives" 
as it is done in communist nations. This is a straw in the wind, indicating 
that some of these revolution leaders want to confiscate private property, and 
they will do it unless the nation is awakened. Leftving newspapers may refuse t 
tell the whole truth, but we can tell the story On billboards and by vord-of-mou 
if necessary. 
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Date: 5/14/05 


('Type in p/oin tex< or code) 


TO DIRECTOR, FBI (100-106670) 

FROM SAC, NEWARK (100-47520) 

SUBJECT MARTIN LUTHER^KING . JR I 

SM-C 


kWh 


Cltv N J 1 * * daily n ®wspaper in Jersey 

lrJ /13/ ? 5 ' ***? 10 * contained an article to 
®f» UNG »o«ld speak at the Michaelmas convocation 

forl^ilf^n!! ^ lle8 ®i J ? r8ey Clty * 9/22 / 65 * This convocation 
ars^resented? *** acade,ic y#ar and scholastic achievements 

. . . The article noted Dr, KING confirmed the speaking 

s^eiii t0 Bev * TH0MAS TASSMER, S.J., chairman of*the 

special lectures prograai at the college. 

For Information. 
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U.S. District Jud^e John Lewis St.iith, Jr., and sent to 
National Archives. 
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May 13, 1965 
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Your letter nf Maw Sfh ho e Kaon xannli.A-l n 

I — / *— — •» aswdVCa. «U1U 

would like to point out to you that I made no statement on 
television such as that attributed to me in your correspondence. 

s**" i ' In response to vour inmil w inrnr m &H/%« 
in our files must be maintained as confidential in accordance with 
regulations of the Department of Justice and is availaole for official 
urn only. I am sure you will understand the reason for this policy. 

3L 

£r *"• You might wish to read my books, ’'Masters of 
Deceit” and ”A Study of Communism, " which were written to help 
readers gain an insight into the true nature of communist activities 
both in this country and abroad. They may be available at your 
local library. I am enclosing some material which I hope you will 
find of interest. 
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SUcereiy yours, 
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Grange, Calif. 
May 5, 1965 


jb7(cl 


J. Edgar Hoover, Chief 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear Mr. Hoover: 


Is it true that the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, 

Jr. is a Communist? The Mother of a friend of mine just told me that 
\ he is and that you said so on television. Please set me straight on 
j this. 

Also, exactly how do you define and identify a 

communist? 


Thank you. 
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